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PREFACE

In 1942 a small volume entitled "The Thai System
of Writing" was prepared by the author. Reproduced
by the Ditto process, it was used in Thai classes
at the University of Michigan and later at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. The present volunme
is a completely revised and rewritten version of that
earlier work.

This book is designed to be used in conjunction
with two other recently published books, namely the
THAI READER and the THAI VOCABULARY (American Coun=~
cil of Learned Societies, 1954 and 1955). All words
cited in the present book are followed by a phonetic
transeription (see Phonetic Key and Charts on the
pages immediately following this preface). 'This is
necessary so that all phases of the writing system,
both regular and irregular, will be entirely clear
even to the student who wishes to learn the system
by self-study. Before he can learn to read Thai ef=-
fectively, however, the student will need to rid
himself entirely of any tendency to "lean" on the
phonastic transcription. This can probably be best
accomplished by the method described in the follow-
ing paragraphs.

Unlike the previous edition of this book the pre-
sent book has no exercises. However, this lack can
be adequately compensated for if the student will
make full use of the materials provided in this book
and in the THAI READER. The author recommends thn
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following procedures:

(1) As soon as the student has covered the ma-
terial in the first 22 pages of this book he can
turn back to the examples beginning on p.19 and
practice reading them without the aid of the pho-
netic transcription by placing a blank sheet of
paper over the transcriptions.

(2) After the student has learned the basic
rules of the Thai writing system {(i.e. has cov-
ered the material in the first three chapters,
pp. 1-40), he is ready to begin the study of the
THAI READER, Before attempting to read any full
phrases or sentences, the student should first
study the vocabulary of each lesson in the READER,
then review and check his ability to read the in-
dividual words in that vocabulary by covering the
phonetic transcriptions with a blank sheet of pa-
per. For best results practice reading the words
aloud.

(3) As he progresses to the more advanced
chapters of the  THAI SYSTEM OF WRITING, the stu-
dent should continue to review each section and
chapter by covering the phonetic transcriptions
with a blank sheet of paper and reading the ex-
amples aloud.

(4) Similarly, as he proceeds to the more
advanced lessons in the THAI READER, he should
continue to check and review each vocabulary by
covering the phonetic transcriptions and reading
the examples aloud.

(5) The student should also memorize at least
some of the lessons in the THAI READER. This de-
vice is particularly useful in the early stages

[:R\!:F the study of the Thai writing system,
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Most of the Thai words and phrases in this book
are shown in typewritten form. The first time any
symbols are introduced to the reader, however, they
are shown as large-sized handdrawn symbols; see
pp. 6-9, consonants; pp., 15 and 18, vowels; p. 17,
tonal markers; and p. 83, numerals, Over and above
this a Tew samplesof handwriting are also included
in the book (pp. 104-107).

Grateful acknowledgement is made to the American
Council of Learned Societies for support in the pro-
duction of the original versionof this work and for
their assistance in the publication of the present
revised work., I am also deeply grateful to Mr. Heng
R. Subhanka who first taught me how to read and
write Thai and who gave me many valuable suggestions
about the arrangement of presentation in the origi-
nal version. Many of his suggestions have been re-
tained in the present work. Mr, Sobhak Kasemsanta
has provided ths large handdrawn samples of Thai
writing symbols, Samples of Thai handwriting in
three different styles were written out by Miss Pun-
nee Kiangsiri (pp,.104-105), Mr. Waiwit Buddhari
provided the other two samples of Thai handwriting
(pp. 106-107) and also assisted in the proofreading.
Mr, George V. Grekoff drew in the lines in various
charts which are interspersed in the beginning sec-
tions’ of the book,

MARY R. HAAS
University of California, Berkeley A
November, 1955
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/v/

/e-/

/ch-/

/d/

/£-/

/-g/

/n-/
/3/
/k-/

PHONEBTIC KEY AND CHARTS

Consonants

Note. Consonants followed by a hyphen occur onl} in
initial position; the one preceded by a hyphen only
in final position. The rest occur in both positions.

The glottal stop.

Voiced unaspirated bilabial stop. In initial position
like Engs b in bid. In final position 1ike Eng. b in
crib, but unreleased.

Voiceless unaspirated palatal stop., Similar to Eng..
¢h in ¢hin but without the aspiration that accompanies
the Eng. sound.

Voiceless aspirated palatal stop., Similar to Eng. ch
in chin but with stronger aspiration,

VYoiced unaspirated postdental stop. In initial posi-
tion like Eng. d in day. In final position like Eng.
d in red, but unreleased.

Voiceless labiodental spirant, Like Eng. £ in fame.

(Occurs rarely in final position in a few recent loan-
words from Eng.)

Voiced unaspirated velar stop. Only in final position
and like Eng, g in big, but unreleased.

Voiceless aspirate. Like Eng. h in hat.

Voiced palatal semivowel. Like Eng. y in you.

Voiceless unaspirated velar stop. Like Eng. k in key
but without the aspiration that accompanies the Eng.
sovnd. Hence more like French or Italian "hard" ¢
(i.e. k/, as in Fr. café,

Voiceless aspirated velar stop. Like Eng. k .in key
but with stronger aspiration,

viii



/1-/

/n/
/n/
o/

/p=~/
/ph=/

/r-/
/s-/

fe=/
/th-/
/w/

ix

Voiced lateral. Like ) in Eng. look. (Occurs rarely in
final position in a few recent loanwords from English.)

Voiced bilabial nasal. Like Eng. m in make, come.
Voiced postdental nasal. Like Eng. n in now, wip.

Voiced velar nasal. Like Eng. ng in gong, but in Thai
the sound occurs in initial as well as final position.

Voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop. Like Eng. p in
pin but without the aspiration. Compare Fr. or Ital, p.

Voiceless aspirated bilabial stop., Like Eng. p in pin
but with stronger aspiration.

Voiced retroflex or weak trill. Compare Eng., r in red.

Voiceless sibilant, Like Eng. 8 in sun. (Occurs rarely
in final position in a few loanwords,)

Voiceless unaspirated postdental stop. Like Eng. t in
ten but without the aspiration. Compare Fr. or Ital, t.

Voiceless aspirated postdental stop. Like Eng. t in ten
but with stronger aspiration.

Voiced bilabial semivowel, Like Eng. w in walk, how,
but with greater friction and more lip rounding,

Vowels

/a/, /aa/ Llow central vowels. Like Eng. a in father. /a/,

short; /aa/, long.

/e/, /ee/ Mid front vowels, Like Eng. ¢ in hen. /e/, short;

/ee/, long.

/e/, /ee/ Llow front vowels. Like Eng. a in cat. /e¢/, short;

/ee/, long,

/o/, /ee/ Mid central vowels, Similar to Eng. er in her but,

as in British Eng,, without the final r, /a/,
short; /ss/, long,
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/1/,
/1a/

/i1/ High front vowels. Like Eng. ee in meek. /i/,

short; /ii/, long.
/i/ plue /a/ without any pause or break between.

fo/y /oo/ Mid back rounded vowels. Like Eng. o in lone. /o/,

/3/1
/“/l

-

" Jua/
/y/,

//

short; /oo/, long.

/33/ Low back rounded vowels. Like Eng. o in song or

aw in law. /3/, short; /ss/, long.

/uu/ High back rounded vowels, Like Eng. 0o in noon.

/u/, short; /uu/, long,
/u/ plus /a/ without any pause or break betwsen.

[yy/ High central unrounded vowsls. Made by raising the

center part of the tongue while keeping the lips
in relaxed or protracted position, /y/, short;

/yy/, long.
/y/ plus /a/ without any pause or break between.

]

Tones

Low tone. Pitched at a comfortable low range of the
voice. The pitch and contour of the remaining tones
are described below in relation to the low tone.

Rising tone. Rises from the pitch of the low tone to

the pitch of the high tone.

High tone. About a fifth above the low tone. At phrase
end has glottal stricture and a quick drop,

Falling tone. Falls from the pitch of the high tone to
that of the low tone. At phrase end has glottal stric-
ture.

(Absence of a mark.) Middle tone, Pitch approximately
a major second above the low tone, At phrase end has a
very slight drop, ’
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CONSONANT CHART

Bila- Post- Pala- Velar (Glot-

bial dental tal tal
STOPS
Vd.Unaspirated b d -g
Vl.Unaspirated p= t- C~ lc= ?
Vl1.Aspirated ph~ th- ¢che khe
SPIRANTS ‘
Vl.Unaspirated f- 8- he
SONORANTS
Vd.Semivowels w hi
Vd.Nasals , m n o}
Vd.Lateral 1=
vd,.Trill (or S
Retroflex) -
VOWEL CHART
Front Central Back
Unrounded Rounded

High i, 14, ta ¥, YY), Ya u, uu, ua

Mid e, 60 8, 88 0, 00

Low €, €€ a, aa 3, 9

TONE CONTOURS IN ISOLATION
PITCH
LEVEL
High

)

Low +e——

Middle Low Falling High Rising
(No mark) /*/ /*/ /*/ /!
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INTRODUCTION

The Thal system of writing is one of many vari-
eties of the Devanagari writing system which have
spread out from India. The immediate source is the
Cambodian variety. To this day the Thai numerals
and the Cambodian numerals are identical, but the .
alphabetical symbols, while similar, are suffici-
ently diverse so that each system must be learned
separately.,

The particular adaptation of the Thai alphabet
as a separate system of writing was devised by (or
at the request of) Ramkhamhaeng the Great of Sukho-
thai. The first writtien monument, an engraved block
of stone known as the Inscription of King Ramkhun-
haeng, is assigned to the year 1283 A.D, [See
Cornelius B, Bradley, "The oldest known writing in
Siamese," Journal of the Siam Society, vol. 6,
pt.1 (1909), pp. 1-64.)

THe modern Thai writing system is directly descend-

- ed from the form of writing preserved in this earli-

est inscription, though certain changes (which need

not concern us here) have been introduced since that
time, Another slightly different derivative of that
early form of writing is the system used by the Lao

(Laotians) of the Kingdom of Laos which lies to the

northesst of Thailand.

The language spoken by the authors of the inscrip-
tion was similar to the modern stendard dialect of
Bangkok, but certain features still preserved in the
modern vwriting system show us that it was not identi-
cal at all points.




The dosceription of the Thai system of writing

~ which is provided in the present volume gives the
pronunciation entirely in terms of the modern stand-
ard dialect of Bangkok. In addition to the standard
dialect there are three other majur dialects spoken
within the boundaries of the nation, vis, the South-
era, the Northern and the Northeastern, The Northern
dialect had at one time its own special system of
writing, but this is now virtually obsolete., At the
. present time, if the Northern dialect is written at
~all, it is written by using the letters of the
standard systen, The Northeastern dialect was for-
merly written in a system like that used by the Lao,
mentivned above, but this too is now largely obso-

~ lete within the Loundaries of Thailand.

' At the present time the standard dialect of Bang-
kok together with the standard writing system used
for that dialect is the literary medium taught in
all the schools throughout the nation.




CHAPTER I
THE THAI CONSONANTS AND
THEIR NAMES

1, General Remarks

The Thai system of writing, as a derivative of
the Devanagari system, has retained the basic se-
quence of arrangement for consonants found in the
Indic system. This sequence of arrangement consti-

tutes the alphabetical order used in standard Thai

dictionaries and must be memorized for an efficient
use of such dictionaries, There are the following
six major group® of consonants: '

1, Velars

2, Palatals

3. Retroflexes (pronounced as dentals in Thai)

4. Dentals :

5. labials

6. Miscellaneous (the remaining sonorants and
spirants and the glottal stop)

Because of historical changes that have taken place
in the pronunciation of some of the consonants, not
all of them are now pronounced in accordance with
what we might expect from their position in the to-
tal sequence; but the deviations are relatively few
and the reasons for them need not concern us here.
' Within each of the first five of the major groups
listed above the sequence shown on the following
page is observed whers pertinent. The sequence con-
sists in five major categories based on phonetic
criteria,

Q . \3




1, A, Yoiced stop. MIDDLE (see Comment on p. 5).
Lacking in the velar and the palatal groups,
B. Voiceless unaspirated stop. MIDDLE.

2. A, Yoiceless aspirated stop with inherent rising
‘tone. HIGH. Tn the velar group there are two
consonants coming in this category but the
gecond of the two is now obsolete.

B, Yoiceless spirant with inherent rising tone.
HIGH. In the labial group only.

3. A, Voiceless aspirated stop with inherent middle
tone., LOW. In the velar group there are three
consonants coming in this category but the sec-
ond of the two is now obsolete. The third one
is described under 4 below,

B, Voiceless spirant with inherent middle tone.
LOW. In the labial group only.

4, Yoiceless aspirated stop with inherent mjddle
tone. LOW. Used to transcribe Sanskrit or Pali
volced aspirated stops.

5., Voiced nasal., ILOW. In the standard dialect of
““Bangkok the nasal symbol of the palatal group is
pronounced /j/ in initial position, /n/ in finel
~position. In some provincial dialects the pala-
tal nasal is pronounced as such, viz. /f/.

The complete list of the 44 consonants of the
Thai alphabet is given on pp. 6-9. Of these the 3rd
and 5th are oosolete, having been replaced by the
2nd and 4th, respectively. Standard Thal dictionar-
ies and books on the alphabet still list all 44 con-
sonants for the sske of completeness.

Each consonant letter is pronounced with the car-

rying vowel /-35/. The consonant sound preceding the
Q .




/~23/ is the phonetic value of that letter in syl-
lable-initial position. Thus the letter N /k25/ has
the sound /k-/ in syllable-initial position. Many
consonants have a different phonetic value when they
occur in syllable-final position. This is shown in
charts on pp. 54 and §8.

Therae is also an inherent tone belonging to each
consonant lettexr. This is either the middle tone,
as in /k93/, the lst letter, or the rising tone, as
in /kh35/, the 2nd letter. This tone must be memor-~
‘i2ed as an integral part of the name of each conson=-
ant., See the comment below, ‘

Comment. Thai consonants are divided into
three major tonal classes known as MIDDLE, HICH,
and LOW. The constituent members of each of these
classes are 1isted and discussed on pp. 10-13,
All spellivng rules having to do with the indica-
tion of tones are determined by this three-way
classificution., The inherent tone of all MIDDMZ
and all LOW consonants is the middle tone, e.g.
/ka3/, the lst letter and a MIDDLE consonant;
/khas/, the 4th letter and a LOW consonant., The
inherent tone of all HIGH consonants is the
rising tone, e.g. /kh3s/, the 2nd letter and a
HIGH consonant,

Each -consonant letter has also been provided with
an arbitrary designatory name to be used when spell-
ing words orally. This arbitrary name is usually
some common noun spelled with the letter so desig-
nated, e.g., /ko5> kaJ/ "kad chicken." Rarer conson-
ant letters, however, have often been given names
referring to entities which are somewhat less famile
f{ar., Thai children learn to recite the alphabet by

O iing these designatory namas.

ERIC




Symbol

e 8 3y @ =2 3

2. List of Cnnsonants
Thai Name Transcription and Meaning

VELARS

n 1n /kao k&3j/ chicken |
1 19 /kh8> khaj/ egg
9 990 ékhSa khdad/ bottle [Obsolete)

eplaced by letter #2 above,
N AL /khao khwaaj/ water buffalo
Moy {khaa khon/ person [Obsolete]

eplaced by letter #4 above.
% 32 /khas rdkhay/ bell

-

vy /ns5 nuu/ snake

PALATALS

TN /cas caan/ plate

a & R’/chSa chiy/ cymbal

| iﬁe /chas chéan/ elephant

v v /825 8sbo/ chain

o NELoiD /chas kidchss/ tree (Camb,)

g v /3§95 jin/ woman



Symbol Thai Name

Transcription and Meanirg

RETROFLEXES [PRONOUNCED AS DENTALS)

4
&
K}
m :
il
o

RIS 2D

4 m
0 un
g

" wanin
} VAR |
® e

s

/dss chddaa/ tall headgear
. worn by actors

/tos patdg/ (a) goad

/th3s th¥an/ base, pedestal
/thas nasymonthoo/ name of a
glant's wife in Ramayana epic

/thoo phluth&w/ old person

/n%o neen/ young Buddhist
/ disciple

DENTALS

nfn
n o
DI

RTRY

2 B L

v W

/dss dég/ child

/t2o tiw/ turtle

/th3s thﬁn/ sack, bag
/thas théhdan/ soldier
/thas thoy/ flag, emblem

/nss niu/ mouse, rat
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Symbol Thai Name Tvansoription and Meaning
LABIALS
‘ e
Y TRV EY /b3> bajmdaj/ leaf
, 1J U U8 /pos plaa/ fish
RS CJ u 53 /ph3s phn/ bee
- eJ d t 4 /£35 f¥a/ 11d, cover
N » Wy /pha> phaan/ tray with ped-
- ?4 ‘ estal base
‘ o W /£25 fan/ tooth, teeth
| I\ N dm /pha> s¥mphaw/ a kind of sail
| N boat, junk
N 4 /m3> méa/ horse

MISCELLANEOUS
[ 4
v Ohy /3ss jdg/ glant
t 1o /r3s rya/ boat, ship
a8 /135 1in/ monkey
27 Uny /wad w¥en/ fingerring

¥ /835 ryysii/ ?:rmit, anchor-
e

t)
T
a
3
F1 ALY /s3> sfalaa/ pavilion
¢
,n{x

o9 d 1fle /835 s¥a/ tiger




Symbol Thai Name Transcription and Meaning

MISCELLANEOUS (CONTINUED)

Y W /h%s hlib/ box

| W/ L Uy /155 cilaa/ a kind of kite
? 0 214 /725 "4an/ vasin
if 8 ungn /ho§ néghlug/ owl

WWWMMA'NNMWMMWMMWW

HOW TO MAKE THE CONSONANT SYMBOLS

All consonants except N /k93-kd3j/ and 1 /thss
thon/ are started with the production of their
characteristic little CIRCLE, If there is more
than one little circle start with the one on the
left. The pen then moves up or down, to the right
or the left, as required, It is very important to
note whether the circle is to the RIGHT or to the
LEFT of its connecting line. This is the only dif-
ference between M and N, and between 0| and N, i.e.
between /khad khwaaj/ and /ds> dag/ and between
/th¥> thin/ and /phao s&mphaw/, and others.

The symbol ! is made in two strokes, The left-
hand line starts just under the "roof" and is made
as a downward stoke, The second stroke starts at
the same point, then moves around to the right and
down. T starts with a similar downward stroke but
continues without the pen being lifted.

IF THE STUDENT WILL USE TRACING PAPER AND FIRST

o "ACTICE BY TRACING OVER THE LARGE SYMBOLS SHOWN ON
ERICGES 6-9 HE WILL SOON BE ABLE TO DO THEM FREEHAND.

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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3. The Three Classes of Consonants

Thai consonants are divided into three major
tonal classes known as MIDDLE, HIGH, and LOW. The
-constituent members of these classes are shown on
pp. 11-13, These must be memorizad because the ton-
al markers (Chap. III, p. 25) used to indicate the

~ tones have different values depending upon the

~_o6lass of the consonant with which they are being
- used, Within each class of consonants there are
. some which are used less frequently than others.

This information is included in connection with thne
discussion of each of the three classes., It will
prove useful to the student who wishes to learn to
Spell as rapidly as possible. See comment below.

Comment., It frequently happens that the same
consonent sound of the Thai language is written
by two or more different consonant letters. If
the two or more consonant letters belong to dif-

' ferent consonant classes there is no conflict,
The toneé of the syllable usually determines the
¢lass of the letter to be useds Thus with but
one exception (described on p., 35) there is no
conflict between /kh3> khdj/, a HIGH consonant,
and /khas khwaaj/, a LOW consonant,

On the other hand, if two or more consonant
sounds can be written with consonant letters be-
longing to the same class, a conflict arises, In
such a case the choice of consonant letter is de-~
tormined solely by ‘the dictates of the rules of
correct spelling, Thus there is a confliot between
/xhas khwaaj/, a LOW consonant, and /khd> rékhan/,
another LOW consonant., But even here it is possi-
ble to make & general statement which will be of

O great hslp to the student. Most words beginning
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with the /kh-/ sound and having a tone which must
be written with a LOW consonant are spelled with
/khdd khwaaj/. Hence the student need only memor-
ize those few words which must be spelled with
/kh2> rdkhay/, He can easily remember that all
the rest are spelled with /khdd khwaaj/ whenever
a LOW consonant is required.

MIDDLE CONSONANTS

There are nine MIDDLE consonants and they are

- pronounced with inherent middle tone on the carry-
ing vowel /-33/. They comprise all of the conson-
ant symbols standing for voiced stops and voiceless
unaspirated stops as shown below.

Voiced

Stops () n )|
le.Unas . ‘

Stops P fn T QN \ 9

Comment 1. Conflicting symbols are boxed
together and the rarer symbol is placed in paren-
theses, The retroflexes /d2> chddaa/ and /o
pdtadg/ occur in Sanskrit or Pali loanwords. The
spelling of words containing them should be mem-
orized,

Comment 2. Contrary to what is often stated,
the letter ® /255 ?3an/ is a true consonant in
the Thai writing system and not merely a carry-
ing symbol for vowels. It is a MIDDLE consonant
and the values of the tonal markers used with it
are precisely the same as they are for all the
rest of the MIDDLE consonants.,

. wE
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) HIGH CONSONARTS
 There are eleven HIGH consonants and they are
pronounced with inherent rising tone on the carry-
ing vowel /-23/. They comprise the Thai consonant

- symbols for one set of voiceless aspirated stops
and one set of yoiceless spirants as shown below.

Aeix‘o
 : Stgps‘ b | 2 (j) \\| u
. Spir-
Spir- (B (H) 4 d | v

dommgnt 1. Only ten symbols are shown in the
chart. The extra one, /kh¥> khdad/, is obsolete
and has been completely replaced by /kh3s khaj/.
Conflicting symbols are boxed together and the
rarer symbol or symbols are placed in parenthe~

ses. The remaining symbols are unique.
Comment 2. For each HIGH consonant (or set of

HIGH consonants identically pronounced) there is
a corresponding LOW consonant (or set of LOW con~
sonants identically pronpunced). This pairing of
HIGH and LOW consonants is shown in a chart on

p. 34,

LOW CONSONANTS

The student should memorize all the MIDDLE ron-
sonants and all the HIGH consonants. He need then
only remember that all of the remaining conscnants
of the alphabet are LOW consonants. There aite in

Q" twenty-four LOW consonants and they are pro-
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nounced with inherent middle tone on the carrying
vowel /=35/. They comprise tw» major groups of
sounds:

(1) a second set of voiceless aspirated stops
and & second set of voiceless spirants, and

(2) all of the yoiced sonorants (nasals, semi-
voweles and liquids). &ca the chart below,

V1.
Asp. hD| Y () | () (| w ()
Stops

V1, -
Spir- b I 0
~ ants :

’?oiced‘
~ Sonors | u Q
~ ante ~ |

IR I S NV RV Y

M) o

. 00mment. Only twenty-three symbols are shown
in the chart, The extra one, /khy> khon/, is ob-
solete and has been completely replaced by the
symbol known as /kh>s khwaaj/. Conflicting sym-
bols are boxed together and the rarer symbol or
symbols are placed in parentheses. See also the
1ist of regular and irregular initial consonants
shown on pp. 41-42, ‘




OHAPTER 1I
T HE VOCALIO SYMBOLS

1, General Remarks

Vocalic symbols are either SIMPLE (composed of
one part) or COMPLEX (composed of more than one
part). Of the simple vocalir .ymbols, some are write
ten before the consonant, some after the consonant,
. some above, some below. But in any case each vowel
as a sound is always pronounced AFTER the consonant
~or consonant cluster which it accompanies.

The complex vocalic symbols are built up of two
or more simple vowel and/or consonant symbols. Since
the individual parts of a complex often have values
~which bear little or no relation to the values they
have when used as simplexes, the student is urged to

' MEMORIZE THE COMPLEX SYMBOLS AS UNITS,

: Most voealic symbols occur in pairs of short and

. long. The last four symbols, however, are unpaired
‘and stand for short /a/ plus /m, §, w/. Other combi-

nations of short vowel plus sonorant and combinations

of long vowel plus sonorant present no special diffi-

culty. A chart showing the paired symbols and the -

four unpaired symbols is given oh p. 15, The symbols

L are presented in their traditional order reading

across, e.g. /sard”? 747/, [shrd? %aa/, /srd? °%°/, |
/sArd? 711/, etc. The word /sird?/ means "vowel."

 MEMORIZE THE VOWEL SYMBOLS IN THE ORDER GIVEN as an_

aid to the use of Thai dictionaries. The dash in the
"~ chart shows the position of the initial consonant., -

All the vocalic symbols are shown in the form they =
take in syllable-final position. Some have other o
forms, as shown on p. 18.

14
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2. Principal Vocalic Symbols (Syllable-Final Form)
SHORT Thal Name LONG Thai Name

-t  /sdrd? 4%/ =7 -1 /sArd” %aa/

2 /eard? 212/ — 2 [sArd® 744/
' -y
2 [eard? 232/ —9 Zp  /sard? %yy/
"; < /sard? 734?/ -; - /sdrd® ?2uu/

=T i Jaarac a0/ = = /sArd® %ee/
b= s /sdrd® 222/ b= U~  /sArd? %ce/
: T“” p /sard? 282/ ‘T- 1- /s&rd® 200/
=18 «nr arar 7/ —® -0 Jsarao 209/
Y /sard? 2da?/ -7 = /sArd? ?ua/
- -~
RS Zur searat oa0/ b= U Jsarae 24a)
-y )
0% Zar faarac o9ar, =0 1% Jeara® ya/
=0 o soardr 0/ D 18 /sdras %es/
= Jsarar van/
61- I=  /eara® %ay/.
-\'l__ 1- /sard? %aj/

-1 - - /shrd? %aw/

‘ NI LN PINIPNNINI WD IS PN AN NN NSO NN NN CONAINOIOINIONN
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In Thai textbooks the symbol for [sard® %yy/ is
given as 2 {nstead of-a. The symbol B is shown
in the chart above because the vowel is always write
ten thus in syllable-final position. The other form
is used when the vowel is followed by a syllable-
0losing consonent (see p. 18),

There are two symbols for the combined sound
/-a3/ and they are pronounced exactly aiike in the
standard dialect 6f Bangkok (see Comment below).
The first symbol 1 1is known as /m&jméan/ and the
second symbol 1 as /m4 jmélaaj/. There are in all
twenty words which must be spelled with‘l, most of
them very common words. The somplete list is given
on p., 68, Almost all other words having the sound
/-aj/ are spelled with 1, but there remain a very

few which are spelled in a third way to be described
later (see p, 23).

Comment., At the time the Thai writing system
wag developed l and 1 were NOT pronounced alike.
What the phonetic distinction was at that time
is not definitely known. There are modern dia-
lects, however, which maintain a distinction be-
tween the two types of sounds. In Shan, for exam-
ple, words which would be spelled with 1 have a
vowel cluster /-ay/, i.e. /a/ plus the high cen-
tral vowel /y/, while words which would be
spelled with 1 are pronounced with /-aj/, just
as in the Bangkok dialect, e.g.

SHAN BANGKOK THAI Meaning
/nay/ M /nay/ in
/phaj/ : W /tay/ fire




17
3e The Phonetic Interpretation of
®Short" Vowel Symbols

All of the "short" vowel symbols shown in the
chart on p. 15 are actually pronounced as a short
vowel (or vowel cluster) plus a syllable-glosing
gonsonant. This syllable-closing consonant is
either the glottal stop /?/, as in the first twelve
symbols, or /m, j, w/, as in the last four. A glance
at the chart wil) reveal the fact that the symbol
~%, known as /sArd® ?4%?/, is one which has a dual
function. When used alone it stands for /-a?/, but
when combined with other symbols it stands for a
syllable-final /-?/ with shortening of the preced.
ing vowel. Hence no short vowel symbol containing—¢
as a component can ever be used to write a short
vowel plus any other consonant. As a result of this
fact, there are special combinatory symbols which -
have to be used to cover those situations in which
—~¢ cannot be used. These are shown in the following
section,

Comment. The symbols A%, L%, and 10% are
actually "fake" short vowels. They are listed as
such because they contain =¥ as a component, bdbut
the true phonetis value of —% here, as explained
above, is the final glottal stop /-?/.

4., Additional Vocalic Symbols

There are nine additional simple and complex
vowel symbols for use with all ayllable-closing con=-
sonants except /-?/, as explained above. Five are
for short vowsls and the rest are for long vowels or
vowel clusters. In the chart on p. 18 a dash showa
the pasition to be assumed by the initial consonant,

[:R\!:a diagonal replaces the ayllable-closing consonant.
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Vocalic Symbols Used with Syllable-Closing Cons,

v
- =l /-a=/ + C, See Comment 1.
<
-/ J-yy-/ + ¢
-4
l"/ l:/ /-e-/ + G, See Comment 2.
I~ 4
W=/ J-e-] + ¢
"/ -/ /-0~/ + C. ZERO symbol.
&
-’e)/ 2/ /=3=/ + C, Rarely used.
PN
L-—-/ \= /-88~/ + C except .
\—%4 -y /-883/. See Comment 3.

= -l J-va-/ + G,
NNNNNNAWAWNNNMWNM‘NNMM’NNNNNNWNWNW

Comment 1. The symbol =/ used in writing short
/-a-/ plus C is called /m&jhZn’aakdad/ "stick
turning in the air."

Comment 2. The vowel shortening symbol =z used
with /-e-/, /-¢-/, and occasionally /-5-/ is
called /m&jtadjkhiu/. It cannot be used if tonal
markers are required,

Comment 3. This symbol is actually the long
vowel /-ee-/ plus /-j /, but since there is no
such phonetic combination in Thai, the written
combination can be used for /~ssj/ without ambi-
guity.
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3. Examples of the Vocalic Symbols

The rules for the ways to indicate tones have not
yet beén given. The reader should therefore reserve
all questions about the why of the tonal indications
in the phonetic transeriptions below until he has
read the chapter on the tonal markers (pp, 25-40).
The explanation of the special devices used in the
table below is as follows:

F "final, i.e. not followed by added cons.
to be pronounced in the same syllablet
+  "followed by a syllable-closing consonant"

Symbol Example Transcription

F -2 tH /ca?/ will, shall

T 0\l /wan/ day

F -1 U /maa/ to come

+C Same U /caan/ plate

F = f /t1?/ to criticize -

+C Same ! /hin/ stone, rock

F = i /mii/ to have

+C Same fu /piin/ vo climb

F 2 7 /r9?/ (Var. form of the

interrog, particle)
+C Same M /dyn/ to pull



Symbol

Example

tu
n

T

Transoription

/myy/ hand

/xhyyn/ night

/ed?/ to be stuffed
/thily/ sack, bag
/duu/ to look
/thiug/ to be right
/t8?/ to kick

/tem/ to be full
/thee/ to pour

/phleen/ song

/1€?/ and

/xh¥n/ to be hard, firm
/lee/ to see, watch
/deen/ to be red

/t6?/ table

/£8n/ rain

/too/ to be big, large

/moon/ otclock



Symbol

-1

Same

Example
e
wian

"o

LDN
udne

)

1o
upe

139

Uy

21

Transcription
/%3?/ island
/r3g/ (Emphatic particle)
/ph23/ to be enough
/laon/ to try
/phlda?/ (onom. for sound
of slapping, banging) RARE
/bua/ lotus
/buam/ to swell, be swollen
/dlé’/ uick as a flash
" fiRE
/mia/ wife
/stan/ sound, tone, noise
/7y a’{ {name of the symbol
shown) EXTREMELY RARE
/rya/ boat, ship
/ryan/ house
/38%/ a whole lot
/thes/ you (familiar)

/dsan/ to walk, proceed

/nsaj/ butter



Example Transcription

¢ X PN fkham/ word

_F - I /caj/ heart, spirit (fig.)
I 1y /paj/ to go

>p - 191 /?aw/ to take

© INININN NN ATININ (N N NN N N NI N N W NN (SN DL NN N IN NN INNN NV IV NN

Additional remraiks concerning the use of the
last four symbols are given in the next section.

6. Short and Long Vowels Plus Sonorants

A very few short and long vowel plus sonorant

- combinations are written by means of spscial sym-
‘bols, all of which have already been given., All
remaining short and long vowel plus sonorant com-
binations are written out in full, i.e. one uses
the proper + vowel symbol followed by the appro-
priate consonant letter. Although two ways of writ-
ing /-aj/ have already been learned, two other
ways, both of rare océurrence, are found. These,
together with selected samples of other vowel plus
sonorant combinations, are illustrated on the fol-
lowing pages (pp. 23-24).

War n ing

Two of the most commonly used final sonorants
are U and 7, and in most cases they are to be read
as /-3/ and /-w/, respectively. However, they also

occur as components of complex vowel symbols already
QO
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learned (p. 15), and when they are used in this way
they are NEVER read as /-j/ and /-w/. To avoid all
confusion on this point the student is urged to mem-
orize the following rules:

™0 1s ALWAYS read /-ia/.

0] _is ALWAYS read /-ua/, NEVER /-aw/.
-1 is the ONLY way to write /-aw/.
- is ALWAYS read /-uaj/.

7. Examples of Vowel plus Sonorant Combinations
A. READ WITH FINAL /-j/
Phon, Value Writing Example Transc¢ription

/-a3/ - 1na /klaj/ to be far
/-aj/ RARE. Y-y vy /thaj/ Thai

/-aj/ (20) ‘|- ‘Long /khraj/ who, anyone
/-aj/ RARE 4 i /phaj/ danger

/-aaj/ -1y Mt /kh¥aj/ to sell
/-vaj/ - (1] /sdaj/ to be pretty
/=ya3/ =y tfﬂu /r?aj/ to be continu-
/-883/ -y L, 1]] /khsaj/ ever one
/-uj/ " nY /khuj/ to chat

/-003/ T Thy /dooj/ by, with

/-33/ Zou wionwiloy /33g333/ disheveled
/-233/ -8y ndy /1233/ to float

PN NN NN AN (NN NN D NN NN N N AN IN IO A N N N AN IO N S AW IN NN AN
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Phon, Value
/~avw/
/-aaw/
/-1aw/
/=1w/
/-ew/
/-ecew/
/-cew/

B. READ WITH FINAL /-w/

Writing

1=
-1
=
=)
1=
1=9
=2

Example Transcription

L1
21
(8
o
i
189
U9

/rav/ we

/kh¥aw/ to be white
/khlaw/ to be greeh
/niw/ to be hungry
/rew/ to be fast
/leew/ to be bad

/meew/ cat

LN NN NN N (N NN PO AL NN PN N NN OV AN NI AN NI NN AN NN VOI I

C. READ WITH FINAL /-m, -n, -n/

/-an/
/-am/ RARE
/-aam/
/-uan/
/-an/
/-aan/
/=3on/
/-yan/
/-on/
/-oon/

-1
=

)
nfl
4
4%
fuil
oY
gy
Wy
a

Tn

/dam/ to be black
/kram/ gram (< Fr.)
/s¥am/ three

/sdam/ to put on, wear
/man/ fat, oil

/naan/ work; ceremony
/naon/ to lie {down)
/dyan/ moon, month
/lon/ to descend
/kooy/ to be crooked

DNV N AN NN DI N N NN NN N NN N NN NN NI O N XN NN (N NN NN N AN AN

Comment. The above is only a small sample of
the combinations with final /-m, -n, -p/, but
most of such combinations are entirely regular,.
Irregular ways of writing final /-an/ and /-don/

o 8are described and illustrated on pp. 55-56.

.



CHAPTER III
THE TONAL MARKERS

1. Types of Syllables

There are two main types of syllables in Thai
which must be distinguished in order to understand
the rules for writing the tones. Using the termin-
ology adopted by the Thai themselves, we may cal).
them "live" syllables and "dead" syllables. Their
characteristics are desoribed below. ' '

(1) Live ayllables comprise the following:
A. All syllables ending in a long vowel or in a
yowel cluster, e.g.

N /kaa/ crow W /hida/ head
d /814/ color (o /s¥a/ tiger

B. All syllables ending in a sonorant. In the
spoken language this is either a semivowel,
1.0, /=3, =w/, or a nasal, i,e, /-m, -n, -n/.
In the written language it is g semivowel, a
nasal, or a liquid {(i.e. sounds which in ini-
tial position are pronounced /l-, r-/), but
syllable-final liquids are normally pronounced
/-n/, p. 54. Examples:

It} /fa3j/ fire Ty /nam/ to lead
ti19  /daaw/ star o /lom/ wind
Wuy  /dlaw/ single \fley  /myan/ town

fln /s1in/ moral L ¥} /khuen/ should,
code ought to

Q 25 =
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(2) Dead syllables comprise the following:
A. All syllables ending in a short vowel. In
most cases these are pronounced as a short,

vowel plus glottal stop {(see p. 17 and ef.
paragraph B below). Examples:

L /ed?/ will uae  /14?/ and
ne  /td?/ to kick e /jé°/ i \ghole
(o]

If this short vowsl is not in word-final po-
sition, the glottal stop may be dropped. Al=~
ternate tonal pronunciations are then possi-
ble, the first being a spelling and also a
slow speech pronunciation, the second a rapid
speech pronunciation, Syllables of the second
type may be conveniently called "neutralized"
syllables, Examples:

nein /thélee/ ~ /thalee/ sea
qnf /odrli/ ~ /burli/ cigar, cigarette

B. All syllables ending in a stop consonant, i.e.
a "dead" consonant. In the spoken language
this is always a voiced unreleased stop. In
the written language it may be a voiced stop,
voiceless unaspirated stop, voiceless.,aspir-
ated stop, or voiceless spirant, but all of
these are normally pronounced as their homor-
ganic voiced stops in syllable-final position;
see pp. 56-58. Examples:

U /slb/ ten #u  /hiib/ vox
H /réd/ to water (U /r0ub/ picture
10 /réd/ car WUn  /pted/ eight

1 /réd/ taste Uan /mlag/ much
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"Dead" syllables often need to be further
distinguished depending on whether they con-
tain a ghort or a long vowel., This is ex-
plained in the following sections.,

2. The Tonal Markers and Their Names

A1l tonal markers are superscripts. They are
placed over the initial consonant of the syllable
whose tone they mark. But if the syllable begins in
a consonant cluster, the tonal marler is placed over ,
the second of the two consonants. And if that sylla-
ble already has a superscript vowel, the tonal marke-
er is placed above the vowel. ‘

Symbol Name Transéription

| -
|

L 4 ‘ s
Tiien  /m&32deg/ "first stick," i.e, lst
tonal marker ;

Low or falling tone (see below)

v v ‘ :
- - 1ﬁim /mdjthoo/ 2nd tonal marker

Falling or high tone (see below)
1un? /mdjtrii/ 3rd tonal marker
Higﬁ tone
- Tidhan /méjcddtawaa/ 4th tonal marker
Rising tone.

The tonal values of these markers depend upon
two conditioning factors, (1) the class of ths syl-
lable-initial consonant; see pp. 10-13, and (2) the
nature of the syllable with which they are used,
i.e, whether it is "live" or "dead"; see pp. 25-26,
The rules are given in the following sections,
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3+ Tonal Markers and MIDDLE Consonants
A. Live Syllables

When used with a MIDDLE corsonant initiating a
live syllable the four tonal markers indicate the
low, falling, high, and rising tones, respectively.

~Absence of a marker indicates the middle tone.

MIDDLE CONSONANT WITH LIVE SYLLABLE

Marker Value Example Transcription
(none) Middle 11 /paa/ to toss

[] [] .

- Low 1 /pia/ forest

[ 4 v

- Falling 1 /pBa/ elder aunt

%* ¥ * * A %* A %

3
3

- High 1) /kée/ to be counterfeit
(< Chinese)
* *
- Rising N /k&/ to be chic (< Chin,)
*
" /cla/ yea? {(ans. when
called--intimate)

IPNNNINNMINIAINN ANVIAI NNV NN NN AN AV A RSN AN AN W AN AN

Normal and Rare Tones

The normal tones for MIDDLE consonants with live
syllables are the first three, i.e. those above the
row of asterisks. The last two tones are relatively
rare and are found mostly in the following types of
words: (1) particles, (2) onomatopoetic or affective
words, {3) recent loanwords taken from Chinese or
T ~lish,
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8., Dead Syllables
When used with a MIDDLE consonant initiating a

deidd syllable, the same rules apply except that ab-
sence of a marker indicates the low tone,

MIDDLE CONSONANT WITH DEAD SYLLABLE

Marker Value Example Transcription
{none) Low tH /cd?/ will, shall
h /cdd/ to prepare
udn /bdag/ to say to
Xk %k kK k%X K %k
v v o
- Falling 9¢ /c8?/ yes (intimate)
v
tab/ (imitative similar
w / to Eng. "thud") -
29N /?0ag/ (imit, of vomit-
. ‘ . ing sound) .
- High  Ing /t67/ table (< Chinese)
] .
N /cég/ Chinese person s
. (informal) (< Chin,)
N cta ure (of white)
fotag/ frestr. modifier)

% * * * % % % %
* * i % % * %

L 3
L 3

Risin ¢ c¥?/ yes? (ans. when
8 / called-~intimate)

AWAANNAINA ANV AN NN SN AN AN ANVWIN ANWANNANAATY AN

O
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’ Points to Remember

(1) The first tonal marker is NEVER used with
. dead syllables since the’ ‘low tone is shown by ab-
sente of a marker. '

(2) The middle tone does not occur with dead

'],.syllables except as an alternate pronunciation of

~ the short-vowel subvariety known as "neutralized"
- syllables (p., 26).

Normal and Rare Ton e s

The most common tonal indication for dead sylla-
bles initiated by a MIDDLE consonant is the low
tone shown by absence of a marker. "The remaining
tones occur only with particles, onomatopoetic or
affective words, and with recenﬁ Chinese or English
loanwords (of. p. 28), e

For all practical purposes one can say that the
fourth tonal marker is NEVﬁR used in dead syllables.,
 The one and only such example that has been found in
 the recent Thai-Thai Dictionary is the one given. It
. 1s obviously a shortenéd or "clipped" form of /c&a/
~ |see p. 28) which has the same usage,

4. Tonal Markers and HIGH Consonants
A. Live Syllables

= There are only three tones used with live sylla-
- bles initiated by HIGH consonants, These are the |
- pising tone, shown by absence of a marker, and the
~ low and falling tones, shown by the lst and 2nd
tonal markers, respectively. Other tones are taken
. care of in the writing system by the use of LOW con-
_ sonants, as shown in the next section (pp., 32-34).
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HIGH CONSONANT WITH LIVE SYLLABLE

Marker Value Example Transoription

(none) Rising \11 /kh&w/ he, she, they
- Low T /khaw/ knee

1 4 | 4

- Falling L9 /kh&w/ to enter

PN AN AMMODANIANS NN AL NSO NN MMM (N NN NN N SN VSN AN AN NN

B, Dead Syllables

When a HIGH consonant initiates a dead syllable
absence of a tonal marker indicates the low tone.
Any other tonal indication is RARE under these cir-
cumstances, but see the fourth example below,

HIGH CONSONANT WITH DEAD SYLLABLE

Marker Value Example Transcription

(none) Low une " /cht?/ to be damp, wét
fu /sib/ ten
gn /thiug/ to be right

X % & Kk ok ok k%

A 4

[
- Falling Mhdh /mAgkhlg/ very (of degree
of obesity) ,
(restr. modifier)

INAIAIAMININ AN N IN NN N AN A AN AW AN AN N AN N AR NN
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f 5. Tonal Markers and LOW Consonants
A, Live Syllables
When a LOW consonant initiates a live syllable,

b absence of a marker indicates the middle tone, the

7 1st marker indicates the £ alligg tone, and the 2nd
~<‘marker indicates the high tone.

LOW CONSONANT WITH LIVE SYLLABLE

~ Marker Value Example Transcription
(none) Middle "M /thaa/ to smear
] [}
- Falling W . /thda/ port
"' 9,’ ‘ v
- High L /thda/ to dare

B. Dead Syllables
~ When a LOW consonant initiates a dead syllabdle,

- it makes a difference whether the vowel is SHORT or

5k; ‘If the vowel is SHORT, absence of a marker indi-
- cates the high tone, and in rare instances the lst
 marker is used to indicate the falling tone, More-

; ‘over, with vowels not normally marked as short (ex-

 cept in those cases where — /mdjtdjkhtu/ can be
" used; see p. 18) the lst marker indicates a SHORT
“ 'vowel under the falling tone.

 If the vowel is LONG, absence of a marker indi=
o cates the falling tone, and in rare instances the
~2nd marker is used to indicate the high tone,

O
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LOW CONSONANT WITH SHORT VOWEL IN DEAD SYLLABLE

Marker Value . Example Transcription
(none) High L1 /14?/ to abandon
81 /14b/ to be secret

% % % % % * % %

- Falling N¢ /kh&?/ yes (woman sp.)
[ 4
Joth /magkhdg/ very (of de-
gree of obesity)

1 '
AONUAN  /13g12g/ to be restless,
shifty, inattentive

LOW CONSONANT WITH LONG VOWEL IN L__ ___I_-I_-A__

Marker Value Example Transcription

(none) Falling n /phﬂud/ to talk, say

L I % * % % % %

y .
- High t{n /chésd/ shirt (< Eng.)

Rare Tones

The use of the lst marker with a short vowel in
dead syllables occurs almost exclusively with parti-
cles, and these are few in number. In any other cir-
cumstances it is extremely rare,

The use of the 2nd marker with a long vowel in
dead syllables is also very rare and occurs almost
- exclusively in certain loanwords from English. Such
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words are also sometimes spelled with the 3rd marker

instead of the 2nd, but this 1s considered incorrect
by many, viz,

tan /chésd/ shirt (< Eng,)

The 2nd marker is used because it is associated with
- the high tone when used with LOW consonants, while
the 3rd marker is used by some because it i3 uname-
biguously associated with the high tone through its
use in that function with MIDDLE consonants (p. 29).

6. The Pairing of HIGH and LOW Consonants

The HIGH consonants (p, 12) are always voiceless
aspirated stops or yoiceless spirants, and for each
‘HIGH consonant (or set of HIGH consonants identicale
‘1y pronounced) there is a corresponding LOW consonant
~ (or set of LOW consonants identically pronounced.)
This "pairing" of the HIGH and LOW aspirated stops
and spirants is shown in the chart below. The obso-
© lete letters of the velar series are omitted.

ASPIRATED STOPS AND SPIRANTS

HIGH | 9 2 5 0 u d |rMsaln

ne|innv o a

ow [ne |vo|ne

In order to learn the proper spelling of Thai
syllables beginning in aspirated stops or spirants
it is necessary to keep these two zaries in mind at
all times and to be able to shift from a HIGH to a
LOW aspirated stop or spirant at a moment's notice,
The reason for this is that it is impossible to in-
cate the five tones used with live syllablea and

O
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the three ﬁormally used with dead syllables without
using both series of consonants. The manner in which
this shifting takes place in live syllables is il-
lustrated in the chart below. A DASH indicates that
the syllable having the tone indicated cannot be
written with the consonant series indicated.

LOW AND HIGH SERIES IN LIVE SYLLABLES

T ne LOW HIGH Transciription
Mic 1le MMy ——  /khaan/ jaw
]
Low - ¥ /khian/ top (toy)

O

v ' _
Falling L Lt LOW /kh8ay/ lo:g-tailed
monkey

" HIGH /xhlay/ side

v B
High a1y —_— /khéan/ to remain over

Rising — 714 /kh¥an/ egg (< Camb.)

NN NS NN NN N N NN O DX NNV AN AN NN N AN AN

The chart reveals that in live syllables the
falling tone may be written either way, but no other
ambiguity exists. As far as pronunciation is con-
cerned it makes no difference whether a HIGH or a
LOW consonant is used. However, certain words must
be spellad one way, others the othei* way. It thus
turns out that some homonyms are distinguished in
writing by this means, But homonyms are also dis-
tinguished by employing different identically pro-
nounced HIGH or LOW consonants.
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 The manner of shifting from the LOW to the HIGH

~ series in dead syllables is illustrated below. The
rare tones are omitted (see pp. 31 and 33).

. LOW AND HIGH SERIES IN DEAD SYLLABLES’
- Tone LOW  HIGH Transeription

Short Vowel

Low —_— /khab/ to drive

High L) —  /khéb/ to be tight
Long Vowel

Low — uoy /thieb/ region, section

/théeb/ alﬁost, nearly

 Falling W —

i VI AIN NIV NN AN NN PN N NI NN NS AINOT NI ONINNN I AN

7. The Conversion of Sonorants

All consonant symbols read as voiccd sonorants
are inherently LOW., In order to have a means by
‘which all five tones may be written with syllables
beginning in a voiced sonorant it is necessary to

- have some method of converting the LOW series of
~ voiced sonorants into HIGH consonants. The device
~ used for this purpose is to place the HIGH consone
ant W /h¥> hiid/ in front of the LOW sonorant which
- 48 to be converted, See the chart on p. 38, -
. When ¥ serves in this function it is known as
W1 /n¥ nam/ "h-preceding" (or "h-leading") and
‘ s) ot pronounced. The resulting cluster of conson-
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Ants is then treated as a HIGH consonant and the
value of the tonal markers used is the same as for
the inherently HIGH consonants (pp. 30-31). This
is illustrated in the charts below and on the fol-
lowing page. The tonal markers and superscript
vowels are placed over the second consonant of the
cluster,

CONVERTED HIGH SONORANT IN LIVE SYLLABLE

Marxker Value Example Transcription

{none) Rising e /nda/ to be thick

LI | 4

- Low uauudq /n$sjnda/ custard apple =
S v v ' ‘

- Falling Wi /nla/ face; front

CONVERTED HIGH SONORANT IN DEAD SYLLABLE

: Marker Value Example Transcriptioh
(none)} Llow 3" T H /md?/ to bve shitablo,
fit, fitting
wly /31b/ to pick up
wan /111g/ to evade

MM VAN SN AV IV NN (MM A NN NN AV N AHNONIANWNIAIAN A0S

Just as LOW aspirated stops and spirants are
paired with HIGH aspirated stops and spirants (see
_p. 34), so unconverted LOW sonorants are paired with
“converted HIGH sonorants, as shown on the following
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.;~;fp§ge.'As,far as the writer has been able to ascer-
. tain, two of the sonorants, W and W, do not happen
- to occur in converted form and they are therefore

omitted,
SONORANTS
LOW q 9 u i Y ] ')

HIGH W wy wi w wu o Wl

The chart immediately below illustrates the way
in which all five of the tones may be written with
~ . 8ylladbles beginning in a voiced sonorant. Both un-
- converted and convertad sonorants must be used, and
~ the proper spelling of words involving the ambiguity
. 1n respect to the falling tone (compare p. 35) must
~ always be memorized.

~LOW AND HIGH SONORANTS IN LIVE SYLLABLES

- Tone LOW  HIGH Transeription
. Middle W1 — /naa/ paddy field
.,k.‘ '» : v .
- Low e 1121111 T /ndsjnda/ custard apple
S ' v
~ Falling W1 W LOW /nfa/ inducing to
. -able (e.g. lovable)
HIGH /n&a/ face; front
| 4
High W — /néa/ younger maternal

uncle or aunt
/n¥a/ to be thick

PV ANNVAMAIMIN AMNIANNMIAMANN AN
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W AND HIGH SONORANTS IN DEAD SYLLABLES

Tone LOW  HIGH Transcription

Short Vowel

Low — Wb /14b/ to close (the eyes)
High @ — /18b/ to be secret
Long Vowel

Low —  Wn /mdag/ areca nut

Falling ¥ — /mlag/ to be much; very

Rare Tones

Rare tones (i.e. the 1lst tonal marker with a
short vowel in a dead syllable and the 2nd tonal
marker with a long vowel in a dead syllable) oc-
casionally occur with unconverted LOW sonorants.
The remarks on p. 33 therefore pertain to sonor-
ants as well as to aspirated stops and spirants.

Examples:
. ,
1)TH4 né?/ (particle used to
é;ll/attention to smthg.)
v
Tun /néod/ notes (< Eng.)

Commsnt. The consonant W is not the only ui-
lent letter used for purposes of conversion.
The consonant § has a similar use in rare in-
stances, See the following section.




8. Special Method of converting the
Palatal Semivowel

In the moderr Thai language there are four come
mon words in which the sonorant Ul is converted into
a MIDDLE consonant by means of a preceding 6., When
used in this function ® is known as 0 W1 /755 nam/
"glottal stop-preceding®" ("glottal stop-leading")

and is pot pronounced.

FOUR WORDS SPELLYD WITH 8 W1
Spelling Transcription
)

mn /3da/ don't, do not ... (prohibitive)
- ﬁq | . /jﬁu/ to stay, remain, be at (a place)

;11 /jdan/ kind, sort, variety; like
) " /34ag/ to wish, wish to ...

~ All other instances in which 8 precedes a sonorant,
including other instances in which it precedes 4,
“are covered by a different set of rules. Sée the
discussion and examples on pp. 50 and 52-53.

Comment, The spelling of the four words shown
above must be memorized. Two of them are homonyms
with other words spelled with ¥ U1, viz,

S?elling Transcription

W /jaa/ to divorce ... {spouse)

wian /3dag/ (see the two examples below)
QUﬂntdﬁ /3dagiya/ discarded material
wanly /34agitj/ cobwebs




CHAPTER IV
INITIAL CONSONANTS

1. Regular and Irregular Initial Consonants

A study of the list of consonants (pp. 6-9) shows
that a great many of them have identical pronuncia-
tions in initial position. The distinction between -
those of the HIGH and those of the LOW series is a
necessary one for the purpose of indicating the vari-
ous tones (pp.34-36). But even after allowance for
this distinction has been made, there still remain
many consonants of identical pronunciation within the
same series, It is therefore advantageous to know
‘which of two or more identically pronounced conson- »
ants of the same series may be considered the regular
spelling for a given consonant sound and which may be
considered irregular. See the chart below. '

Pronunciation Regular Irregular

Initially Spelling Spelling

STOPS

k- MIDDLE

kh- HIGH

kh- LOW

c¢c- MIDDLE

ch- HIGH

ch- LOW

d- MIDDLE

t- MIDDLE

IR

. Very rarely",

3 D & P @ P a2 D

D o e
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Pronunciation Regular Irregular

Initially Spelling Spelling
8TOPS {CONT,)
th- HIGH n [
th- LW ey Baa"y #onie
in a few words,
b~ MIDDLE 1] —
p- MIDDLE )| —
ph- HIGH u —_—
ph- LOW L n
?- MIDDLE 3] . —
| SPIRANTS
8- HIGH o ¥, "
8- LOW Y —
£- HIOH X —_
g LOW N —
h- HIOH " —_—
h- LOW ] —
| SONORANTS
| n- LOW q J—
| n- LOW u o
m- LOW u —
LOW y g
LW : ——
LOW o |
Low 2 —
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Most words having irregular spelling as to ini-
tial consonants are of foreign origin (particularly
of Pali or Sanskrit origin), but not all such words
belong in this category.

Examples of common or reasonably common words
which have irregular spelling as to syllable-initial
consonant, are given below, :

Exanple
]

M

neiao

T ¥

2?

NN

)R
g
|98
uit

Transcription

/khla/ to kill

/kaches/ tree (< Camb,)

Not a common word, VERY RARE cons,
/kardgkidaakhom/ July

Additional irregularities in this
and the following examples are
discussed in later sections,

/patibdd/ to do, act

‘ /th&gn&’/ status, position

/thss/ you (sp. to intimates)
/naathii/ minute (of time)
Here M 1is /th-/ LOW.

~ /bandid/ pundit

Here M is /d-/ MIDDLE,
/thdw/ to be old, aged

/phdag/ part, section

/phaastia/ language

/8d0g/ sorrow; to be sorrowful
/né?/ at, in, of (place or time)
/34a/ grass

/kiilaa, kilaa/ sport(s),athletics
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2., Initial Consonant Clusters
and Groupings

All sorts of consonants may be written adjacent
-~ to one another at the beginning of the syllable but
‘not all of these are pronounced as consonant cluse
ters. Therefore only those which can be pronounced
as true clusters will hereafterbe called "consonant
clusters," Those which cannot be so pronounced are
termed "consonant groupings,t

Syllable initial consonant clusters and groupings
fall into three general subclasses: (1) Those pro-
nounced as true consonant clusters, p., 46; (2) those
pronounced as single consonants, pp, 47-48; and, as
the most numerous subclass, {3) those pronounced
in two syllables with intervening unwritten vowel,
pp. 49-53. There is one general tonal rule which nor-
mally holds for all of these subclasses, viz.

If the second consonant is a sonorant the ini-
- tial consonant is normally the governing con-
gonant and the cluster or group is classified

as MIDDLE, HIGH, or LOW depending on the clas- D

sification of the first consonant. Examples:

v
e /kl8a/ to dare
L Rl /khwian/ ax
v .
Wi ol /phriam/ to be ready, set

Sporadic exceptions are discussed on pp. 52-53.

i The arrangement of accompanying tonal ;nd vocalic
- symbols with respect to clusters and groupings is
~ also important. The rules follow: (1) All vowel sym-

o bols which follow single consonants are placed after

the gsecond consonant of the cluster or the grouping.

~(2) Those which precede single consonants are placed
\‘1“ . '
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before the first consonant ¢xcept in circumstances
described on pp, 52-53. (3) All tonal markers and

~ superscript vowel symbols are written over the sec-
ond consonant. (4) All subscript vowel symbols are
written under the second consonant. (5) Each part
of a complex vowel symbol is subject to that one of
the preceding miles which is appropriate to it., The
examples below illustrate these rules in order.

(1) s - /plaa/ f£ish
naan /tdlaad, ta-/ market
(2)  uis  /plee/ to translate
3..I'} /phleey/ song |
(3) a4 /xhrdy/ tinme, instanne i
e [ehéntd, cha-/ kind, sort | ';
(4) ng /khruu/ teacher 400
(5) imtas /phrS’/ because
| » tuuar n /s&mse, sa-/ to be even;

lways

SA

Syllables which begin in a consonant cluster'or
grouning and contain the short unwritten o-vowel -
followed by a consonant will be written as three con- _;;

J,sonants in a row, e.g.
nny . /klom/ to bs round

o /thandn, tha-/ street

3. True Consonant Clusters:

_ The phonetic composition of true consonant clus-
ters is (1) an unaspirated or aspirated oigglggg
_ stop followed by (2) /r/, /1/, or /w/. The chart on

- the following page shows the permissible clusters

B Q
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'arranged according to series (as determined Sy,the
first consonant).

PERMISSIBLE CONSONANT CLUSTERS
MIDDLE ng N N9 ng s Ua

HIGH 21 kﬂﬂ 1 us 1
LOW i} fl f1 ne nA
Examples
Ny N1y /kron/ cage
no— nay'a /kl8a/ to dare
nr- n‘;'l /kwda/ more than.
ng-—~ nid /tron/ to be straight
Us- Uszy /pratuu, pra-/ door
- s /plaa/ fish
27~ 131984 /cAwkhrda/ rich man
90— Tong /kh1l8on/ herd (of elephants)
- /khw¥a/ right (side)
us- RARE |
- uul /phlée/ (a) wound
hr- mfm /khrfan/ instrumentation
- ‘na"m /xh14aj/ to resemble
n- nil /khwan/ smoke
n— Aﬂ(:ﬁr /phriynii/ tomorrow
- nmoy /phl333/ precious stone

~ Note that some of the "irregular® initial conson-;
«3*% (pp. 41-42) coinciding in pronunciation withsome

ERIC
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of those above (e.g. {, §+ ¥, M, ¥) do not happen
to occur in true clusters.

4, Special Initial Consonant Groupings
Pronounced as Single Consonants

Initial consonant groupings pronounced as single
consonants always have ¥ as their second consonant.
In general one need only remember that the § is si-
lent. One combination, however, is unique in that
the pronounced consonant bears no relation to either
of the component written consonants (rule 1 below).

Rule 1. The combination MI-is usually vionounced
/8/ and the series is LOW.

Pronounced /s-/ LOW

n1- WY /saaj/ (1) sand. (2) hog-deer
YR /s8ab/ to know (elegant word)
1ns /eaj/ banyan (tree)
"1 /soy/ (1) form, structure. (2) Pre-
cedes verbs if sp. of royalty.
wiw /s8b/ wealth, money ‘

L4
(The new symbol —~ is a cancellation
sign, p. 63.)

nn /s6d/ to subside, drop (as into chair)
NIEN19y  /krasuay, kra-/ ministry (of gov't)

Rule 2., The combinitions #J— and #J— are usually
pronounced /s/, HIGH series.

Pronounced /s-/ HIGH
K1-  #f /s11i/ splendor, excellence, glory
lﬁrujﬂi /sdedthdkld, -tha~/ economics




o ,tntsj /sdedthii/ rich person, millionaire
s v ~ ;
1.} o /s8w/ to be sad, sorrowful
, v ;
' Tﬁnlﬂtﬁ /8dogslw/ to be sad, sorrowful

o s a?&u /8%33/ neck ornament, bracelet
o d;ﬂé, /sday/ to zet sober
ﬂ;%q /séan/ to build, constrﬁct
1ofq /sdd/ to be finished, through
Urzia?y  /prasded, pra-/ to be excellent
qare /s8?/ (1) pond. (2} to shampoo

Comment. The last example above, comprising
two homonyms, is additionally a homograph with
still another word of different pronunciation
and meaning (see the rules on pp. 49-50), viz,

#1¢  /sard?, sa-/ vowel

» Rule 3. In one 1mportant and very common word the
combination 91— is pronounced /c¢/, MIDDLE series.

, Pronounced /c-/ MIDDLE
’ - 0 /ein/ to be true, sincere
In other instances this combination is not so pro-

- nounced (see p. 50),

E x cept fions
Every one of the combinaticns discussed in this

:  'gsection can also be pronounced in accordance with

i' the rules given in the immediately following sec-
_tion (pp. 49-50). The spelling rules are therefore
entirely a arbitrary and the examples in both sections

must be memorized for ease in reading and uriting.
Q
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8. Initial Consonant Groupings Pronounced
in Two Syllables '

Initial consonant groupings which are not or can-
. not be pronounced as true clusters (pp. 45-46) or as
~single consonants (pp. 47-48) are pronounced in two

ter the first of the two consonants. In most cases
this intruded vowel is /-a-/, as described below;
but in rare instances it is /-331/” /~2=/, as dis-
cussed on pp, 51-52.

The normal rules for determining the tones of

‘syllables by the intrusion of an unwritten vowol~a£~;ff":

~ the intruded syllable and the syllable which follows

~ it are given below wit;h examples. Bxceptions are
~ 11llustrated on pp. 52-53. S s
A, HIOH Consonant Preceding ,
. A preceding HIGH consonant converts a following i
- low sonorant into a HIGH consonant. Both syllables
- are then pronounced according to the rules for HIGH
ro~consonants. In rapid speech, however, the first syl-~4_
»'f]lable (containing the intruded /-a=/) 1s subject to
& neutralization of tone. This means that the vowel
~ 1s pronounced on a middle tofie.  This pronunciation
Sy ia shown below as a variant after a comma. ‘

: Jsana /s4m¥s, sa-/ to be even; always
AT : 4 :
T /edmY¥an, sa-/ clerk, office worker
oy /thindn, tha-/ street, road

df& /fardy, fa-/ Occidental

‘ /khdjii, kha-/ to squeeze, crush
/sdndg, sa-/ to have fun, bYe amused
/phAnteg, pha-/ department

/chdldad, cha-/ to be clever
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. B. MIDDLE Consonant Preceding

A preceding MIDDLE consonant converts a follow-
irg LOA sonorant int> a MIDDLE consonant, Both syl

" lables are then pronounced according to the rules

for MIDDLE consonants, In rapid speech the first
syllable is subject to neutralization,

137y ~ /cArsen, ca-/ to progress, advance
n§§ /t&dlly, ta-/ bank, shore

afau /?4rd3, ?a-/ to be delicious

a{u /?andn, ”a-/ grape

min /kandg, ka-/ gold (literary word)
fnan ~ /téldg, ta-/ to be amusing, humorous
fnan /tdldad, ta-/ market, market place
wn , /cadmdug, ca-/ nose

C. Unconverted Consonants

, With all other combinations of consonants no con-
versions take place. Therefore each of the two cone
sonants governs the tone of its own syllable in ace

cordance with the rules for its own series, whatever
that may be. In rapid speech neutralization occurs.

Y /edbaaj, sa-/ to be well, comfortable
of /sat1?, sa-/ mind, consciousness

ol /sdth#ianii, sa-/ station (railroad)
iy /sdh¥aj, sa-/ friend

4 /sdphaa, sa-/ house, body (organiza-
LAy /chaphs?, cha-/ :g)be special

ms /théhflan, tha</ soldier, member of an
~ armed force
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oln /ehénid, cha-/ kind, sort, variety
ﬂﬁq /phdm8a, pha-/ Burma; Burmese
N /nérég, na-/ hell

D, Variations in Spelling

Prior to the appearance of the latest Thai dic-
tionary issued by the Ministry of Education in 1950,
some of the words listed under C above were spelled
with written =% inserted after the first consonant,
The McFarland Thai-English Dictionary, widely used
by English-speaking students of Thai, was issued be-
fore the time of this change and therefore has the
old spelling for such words, A few oxamples aye:

‘New Way 01d Way Transcription
19W1Z - QEINZ /chaph3?, cha-/ to be special
wln yziln /chénid, cha-/ kind, sort, variety

[} .
i nn /phéméa, pha-/ Burma; Burmese
Many other words having similar sound combinations
are still spelled with =%, e.g.
yeil /chénii, cha-/ gibbon
ne e /thdlee, tha-/ sea

For other examples the student is referred to the
writer's THAI VOCABULARY (ACLS, 1955).

6. The Intruded Vowsl [=90=/ & [~2=/

" In special cases an initial consonant grouping
which cannot be pronounced as a true consonant clus-
ter is pronounced in two syllables by the intrusion
of /-35-/ or sometimes /-d-/ in rapid s:acl if the
first consonant is MIDDLE or LOW. Most of b group-
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‘iﬁgs which come in this category contain U, u, W, | LA
- or 9 followed by ¥, but other types of examples oc= -
~ gur sporadically. (Any additional spelling irregu-

larities in the examples below are taken up later.)

= U3

[4
Uty

uT
uTsh.

uiqnd

otufl

ugon
uTnn
uTqu

i

WU
il

| %4
19
WS 6N

F1YT

R\ﬂ:ont of the

/boorom, bs-/ supreme

/basribuun, bs-/ to be complete
/baoriween, bo~/ environs, vicinity
/baorisdd, bs>-/ company, fimm |
/baorisﬁd bs-/ to be pure

/?4thibsodii, ?a~,.-bo~/ head of a
department

/maordkdd, mora-/ emerald
/moordddg, mora-/ inheritance

/mosrdsim, mara-/ monsoon

/thyorémaan, thora-/ to persecute
/thaordnii, thora-/ the world, earth
/edorékhde, cora-/ crocodile

/mdh3ordsdb, ma-..-ra-/ (an) enter-
tainment

7. Exceptions in the Treatment of

Consonant Groupings

, It may be stated as a general rule that an ini-
~ tial HIGH or MIDDLE consonant will govern the tone
fgiof a folleiring LOW sonorant when no written vowel
~ intervenes (pp. 49-50), but this rule is not an in-
~ variable one, In some cases a following LOW sonor-
~ ant will remain LOW. In such cases, too, the nor-
mally preposed {- and i— vowels will be placed in
second instead of the first consonant;
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see, for instance, the third example cited below.
'The unconverted LOW sonorant is underlined in the
phonetic transcription below., Any additional spell-
ing irregularities are explained later.

Unconverted LOW Sonorants

U - /sdmaakhom, sa-/ club, society
du1tn /simaachig, sa-/ member {of a club)
aluss /sdmoos3sn, sa-/ club, association
L)t /phaahdnd?, -ha-/ vehicle

11]385’11' /prajsdnii, -sa-/ mail, post

oMU /’Agﬁjﬁéd, %a-/ to permit, allow
ﬂqﬂa /?8ndméd, ?a-/ permission -

ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ /?4jtdthdjaa, %a-,,-tha-/ %X;S:Egz?’

It may also be stated as a general rule that whgn,_,?f;

two consonants which are written together comprise a
permissible consonant cluster they will be pronounced
as such (p. 46), But here again there are exceptions,
as shown in the examples below. '

Consonant Groupings Instead of Clusters

N /kdrtnaa, ka-/ mercifulness

n3 /kawii, ka-/ poet

Uyl /parimaan, pa-/ quantity, éupply
UTggn /pirinjaa, pa-/ diploma, degree
fiinsu /?antaraaj, -ta-/ harm, injury

L H /ph414?, pha-/ (physical) strength

Many other examples of such exce;i!ons can be
Q >und in any dictionary, but most words of this type
l(;re literary or otherwise specialized.



CHAPTER V
FINAL AND MEDI AL CONSONANTS

1., Voiced Sonorants in Final Position

There are ten voiced sonorant symbols whose pro-
nunciation in initial position is the same as the
initial letter of the naze attached to the symbol.
As far as spelling is concerned all of these may
occur in syllable final as well as syllable initial
- position, /Hoyever, the only sonorant sounds which
can no;T§11y cecur in final position are /-j, -w,

-y, =n/-m/. | Because of this limitation some of
the written 8ymbols have a special pronunciation
when ocCurr{ng in syllable final position, as shown
in the chart below,

VOICED SONORANTS IN FINAL POSITION

~ Symbol Vol gu N oavsr | M) U9
Phon, Velue
when Final -1 -n “m | =3 | =w

The regular spelling for final /-n/ is U as is shown
by underlining in the chart above, The other symbols
represent irregular spelling. The symbol §J was ori-
ginally a palatal nasal /n/, but it is no:r pronounced
as a palatal semivowel /j-/ in initial position and
- as a dental nasal /-n/ in final position. The sym-
~ bols 0, #, and 7 are all pronounced /-n/, their hom-

~ organic nasal, when found in syllable final position.

Examples of important words having irregular

27_.spelling in respect to syllable final voiced sonor-
~ants are shown on the following page.
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Irregular Final Sonorants
- Ureuw  /prdmaan/ about, approximately
by /khun/ gou (to equals); ;title placed
; ore given name); goodness
-9 _dﬁﬁﬁ /s&mkhan/ to be important

Mg /sénjaa/ to promise

2 1‘¥ﬂ nn /taan/ sugar palm (tree)

Fyunn /rédthibaan, -tha-/ the §overnment (see
s also)
N dat /plaawaan/ whale

=t MI  /kean/ work; act of osming
mas /théhfan, tha-/ soldier
WS /?aahdian/ food |
"3 /khuan/ ought to, should

Exceptions, Some speakers of Thai who have
- learned English will sometimes pronounce final
_/<1/ in English loanwords, For such words two
' pronunciations are shown, e.g.

gnusas /fﬁdbaon ~ £6dbasl/ football (< Eng.)

- 2+ Special Rules Goncerning -3 and‘—tt

Hhen a single ¢ follows another consonant and at
the same time stands at the end of the syllable it
‘18 pronounced /-35n/, Important examples ares

wo /phoon/ blessing, blessings

g /*3gs¥an/ letter of the alphabet
/nékhaon, na-/ oity

/14khasn, la-/ play, drama
/slmoos3an, sa-/ club, association

~/thdawaon/ to be permanent, enduring
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o ~ When doudle ? followe a consonant it i3 pro-

ft: nounced (1) as /-an/ if no other pronounced conson=
~_ant follows in the game syllable, and (2) as [-as/
. {f another pronounced cofisonant does follow. Double

nrrlng

Cumy
s YN
RIEE AV
I

Ny

nans sy
PRI
23U

;;r 13 orten referred to as § Wi /raa hun/.Exampleez

Double ¢ read as /-an/

/xankraj/ soissors

/baned?/ to f£ill

/banthig/ to load, load onto

[vanthaw/ to get relief, be relieved
/sAwlin, sa-/ heaven

Double ! read as /-aé/

/kam/ misfortune; object (of a verb)
/kdsikam, ka-/ agriculture

/tham/ Buddhist teaching, dharma

/thammédaa, -ma-/ to be common, ordi- .
nary (eee p. 60)

3. Stops and Spirants in Final Position®

| There are thirty-four consonant symbols for etops. i
f;?_and spirants, Of these, two of the velar stops are - -
o longer used in anhy position (p.6) and an addition-

 al six are never written in final position as conson- v
e"’ants to be pronounced. In other words, they do not
' function as syllable-closing consonants. These six

~ consonants are the following:

i 4 w9 I

\,?Although D does not ocour in final position as a
F KC onant eymbol, it doee oceur at the end of ey].la-




§7
bles as part or all of certain xggg; symbols (p. 21).
The remaining twenty-six symbols for stops and
spiranta ocour as written symbols in f£inal position,
but the majority of them have a different pronuncia- = -
~ tion 4n this position from what they have in sylla-
‘ble initial position. the reason for this is that in
normal Thai speech voiceless aspirated and 'unaapir-f
 ated stops and voiceless spirants do not ogccur as
~ pronounted consonents in final position, The only
~stops which can be pronounced in this position are - .
~ the voiced stops /-b, -d, -g/ and the glottal stop. F
/=?/. Final /-?/ is not indicated by a definite con- = -
. sonant symbol in the writing system, but is repre-‘{ﬁj-gﬁ
';f ~sented instead by the —% symbol employed for short ~‘ ;
~ vowels not’ followed by a syllable-closing consonant f;ﬁ,_
g%s(pp. 15 and 17). There is therefore nothing further
o be explained about this sound as far as. the write
, 1ng system 18 conoerned. The rules for the remain-
_ing stops and spirants occurring {n final position :
are as follows: :

(1) WOrds which have gul ar spelling for the fr»;?
>‘L‘ stop sounds in final position employ f for /-g/,
‘ ~ﬂ for /-d/, and Y for /-b/.

, (2) M1 other types of ugitteg final stops S
and spirants are pronounced as /=gy -4, -b/ de- i
pending upon their position of articulation. G
Hence all having the velar position are pronounced,_fj
/-g/, all in the palatal and dental (including res .
troflex) position are pronounced /-d/, and all |
having the labial position are pronounced /-b/, g
See the summary chart which is presented on the
following page. L




ﬁ_~aVoiced
i Stops

;?, 'Voi¢e1ess

Unaspirated

Stops.

;’“ 'Voicé1es$,

- Aspirated
~ Stops

" Yoioaless

Spirauts

- PHONETIG
- VALUE

STOPS AND SPIRANTS IN FINAL POSITION

D e
Velar Palatal Retro. Dent. Labial

a2 ﬂu
ni » 8
h 3 ¥ "e
Hyd
k!

-d

i ‘ The six aymbols mentioned on p. 56 as not occurring sl
in final position are omitted from the’ chart, The
. symbols employed in regular spelling are ‘enlarged, -

‘  1‘Examp1es of words having irregular spelling with re-‘”zifyh

speot to final stops and spirants are shown below,

/18eg/ numeral, figure
/rﬁog/ disease
/m8eg/ cloud | »
/trdad/ to inspect, oxamine
/ph?yd/ vegetation, plants

/kbd/ me’ law

Irregular Final Stops and Spirants
Y.} ]

| 'un

/praakbd/ to appear, become uanifest

- /réd/ state, nation
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™ ‘/wﬁd/ to grow, prospcr (litcrary)

- Pn /ehiiwid/ life
M /réd/ car | S
SuWm [bdad/: baht, tical (monotary unit.)
*z‘Tﬁit, ._/krbod/ to be angry o o
o /rtub/ picturo; form, ahape
MW /phtab/ ploturs, image

- ﬂﬂh ”o‘/1Aab, acquisition, gain, fortunc
'~‘ﬂtzlﬁﬂ /pr&theed. pra-/ country (nation)
»TJIﬂH' l~/thaod/ punishment :
B L | /rod/ taste. flavor o

E x K e p t 1 o n s

i SOmo spcakers of Thai uho havc 1oarncd nnglioh
‘“taometimes pronounce ‘syllable final /-f/ and /-s/ 1
~.rvecent English loanwords, For such wordc two uﬂ;nunn
f\fcidtions are shown, L Y-18 | S

3 ~}on__t_m!| /ksab ~ ksof/ golf (< Eng)
:lmﬂa /t.honnid ~ thonnio/ tennis << Eng.)

4, Modial conaonants Having
Double Funotion

§i Somo modial consonants which stand boforc anothor?i
e consonant, as far as apclling is concorned, havc a '}-uf
double function which may be described as follows: -

(1) The consonant is pronounced at the end of the;;’;ﬁ
syllable in conformance with the ruleo given fbr,ﬁfj'f
finals on pp. 54-55 {sonorants) and pp.56~59 (stopc
and spirants), : e




(2) the consonant is pronounced a second tims as
‘a syllable on its own acoount with the addition
of an intruded /-a~/ after the manner of initial
consonant groupings pronounced in two syllables
~ (see paragraphs A and B below) or, in rarer in-
. stances, it initiates a new syllable pronounced
with following written vowel (paragraph C below).

: Because of the limitations on the phonetic level in
. respect to permitted final consonants, a medial con=-

~ sonant with double function eften has two different

- sounds, one in its function as a syllable final con-
gonant and another in its function asa syllable ini-
tial consonant. The rules for the tones on the in-
truded syllable {if any) and on the syllable which
follows it are the same as those for initial conson=

“ ant groupings pronounced in two syllables (pp. 49-50). . G

A, Medial Sonorants with Double Function

. -4~ UMW /khunndph@ab, -na-/ quality

| | | | ‘iﬁflm‘ /wanniréog, -na-/ tuberculosis

S Buns ;/t.himkaon, -na-/ the sun (elegant)

o MMM /khomménaakhom, -ma-/ communication

| 03 11N /kagn_gkaan, -ma-/ committee |

S 219UnY  /thapmidaa, -ma-/ to be common, orgin-

. ~f=  AfIUY  /phanrdjaa, -ra-/ wife (elegant)

. : Here the second I of a double ! has
double. function., See Comment 2 and
also paragraph D below,

tm\hr /ph¥pléméaj, -la-/ fruit (elegant.)

wdae /phongmyan, -la-/ population

oMt /7Awa)jéwa?, ?a-..-ja-/ organ (of the

— body)
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~ CGomment 1. ¥, §, W and 7 are not found in
medial position with double function,

Comment 2. I does not occur in this function
~ except when double 7 is involved. Instead medial ¢
followed by another written consonant is pronounced
© 1in some words as /-n/ {i.e. as a syllable final) and
-~ in other words as /-rd-/ (i.e. as a syllable in its
own right), but not in both functions, e.g.

P!

/maapdaa/ mother (elegant)

dﬂlUﬂq /slargbaan, -raa/ table of contents ;

B.'Medial Stops and Spirants with Double Function

- Urnfl
701
antsn
iy

17908

-

.

B L AL

-

-~

-

- oyt

- A
QudsIn

- NN

DNUN
~f= Iyt

/prbg__pi’ -ka-/ to be normal
/tﬁgk&faa, -ka-/ doll ‘
/sbgk&prbg, ~ka=/ to be dirty |
/kL_Jgkaan, -ca=/ work, activity

| /raadchékaan, ~cha-/ gov't service

/radthibaan, -tha-/ the government
/wédthénaa, -tha-/ to progress |
/cAdtdwaa,; -ta-/ four (eleg. and tech.yff
/widthdjaa, -tha-/ a science e
/?4jtdthdjaa, %a-, .-tha-/ Ayutthaya ‘
(Ayuthia)

/sdbpidaa,” -pa-/ week {elegant)
/?bbpasdg, -pa-/ obstacle,difficulty |

/phéabphdjon, -pha-/ motion pictures
’ / " {eleg.)

/?0bphdjéb, ~pha-/ to emigrate
/th8edsdbaan, -ssa-/ municipality

Medial %, ¥ or § may be pronouaced as

-ssa- instead of ~dsa- in rapid speech,




“<k' 62¥°A | - N
i IR LL LT /prhagshedag, -3sa-/ without
3j{;»‘5~ Tﬂ@ﬂﬂ | ;/khaog_gnaa, -ssa-/ to advertine

" Here ¥ does not govern; gee p, 52
~and contrast with the next enmple.

*fg;a~ﬂ~ uﬂﬂuﬂ /s&gg_gnaa, -ssa-/ a roligion
SOmetimes double function involves a medial con-
aonanc cluster, 1Y
¥htuW  /cdgkrdjaan, -kra-/ bicycle

C. Double Function without Iﬁtruded Yowel

‘ In some cases double function is found without
“the addition of an intruded vowel, e.g.

nrsianm /phrdch&eg_ﬁphon/ name of a temple
L /sddtruu/ enemy, foe

th1e /°aggraa/ rate (as of exchauge)
NQntﬁ /mladtraa/ ayatem (as of measurement)
o /shthidtl?, sa-/ statistics

~ D. Suppression of Double Function

- Some words which were formerly pronounced with
“double function are now usually pronounced without

~ it, and a few words fluctuate in pronunciation.

MUY /phanrdjaa ~ phanjaa/ wife (elegant)
19T /rtadbirii/ Ratburi (name of a town)
tm3yT  /phédbiris/ Phetburt (neme of a town)

L ,Until £1irly recently the last two examples wﬁre of-

© ten prunounced /rfadchdbirii, -cha-/ and /phédchd-
birii, -cha-/, respectively.

Q




5 Oancellation of Final conaonante

- A special cymbol —-known by the two names 31Ven'~
below is often used to show that a final consonant

'37>T’lis not to be pronouncedc

63

1um'm /mdjthanth&kh&ad/ cancellatlon eign

mﬂm

/kaeran/ cancellation sign

S consonant that 18 80 cancelled is called by 139

| lyﬁqunﬂiﬂt

"

‘“j”‘name followed by the term /kaaran/, 6.8

699 kaaran/ in the word mﬂm. o

Examples of cancelled Final COnsonaﬂts -

: ﬂﬂﬂih
~:auun

4

o
L ui‘um
o

/thig/ 80ITOW, mlsery

/sdtany, sa-/ stang, 1-100th t.lcal
_ /rdddon/ automoblle

/shb/ Vocabulary, words
/kumphaaphan/ Fcbruary

f/phim/ to print

/bcoribuun, b3-/ to be complete
/sad/ animal, beast

/sdd/ honesty

/88b/ wealth, money

/pheed/ physician, doctor (elegant)
[ 4
/wan?aathid/ Sunday

/wansdg/ Friday

/wansfw/ Saturday

/sAbpddaa, -pa-/ week (elegant)
/won/ race, family, stock

/p3sn/ pound (weight, moneyf(< 8"8{),
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Sometimes two final consonants are silenced even
though only the last is marked as such by the .ae of
‘the cancellation sign, e.g,

| fHibums /wancan/ Monday
tﬂHQS' /rdad/ realm

4
Kadng /s4ad/ branch or field of knowledge,
as in the example below.

Qﬂﬁﬁﬂnt' /prhuumisdad/ geography

If the cancellation sign is placed over a consonant
with superseript or subscript vowel, both ave ren-
dered silent, Combinations often so treated are -1
and _‘1. 6.8,

anif /81d/ rights, privileges
Also 88 /sldthi?/
u?qnﬁf /b3orisdd, bs-/ to be pure
i /wéd phoo/ Wat Pho (famous temple)
*ﬂ{ /phan/ kind, breed, species

Sometimes a preceding consonant with superscript
‘vowel is also rendered silent, I

i /kasdd, ka-/ king

6. Unmarked Final Silent Consonants

The cancellation sign is not invariably used to
mark a final silent consonant, Sometimes a final
consonant is silent even though unmarked, Such un-
marked final silent consonant is most often 3 pre~
ceded by a stop, e.g.

\ [} /cdg/ machine (usually in compounds)
tiths /simdg, sa-/ to volunteer. Also fi.
/phéd/ diamond. See also p. 72.




g ~/bﬁd/ son (elegant)

: ﬂﬁtj‘ 1~6/bed/ card (as postcard)

ﬁﬂf ) '/mid/ friend '

e uﬂﬁuqht /méh¥asAmdd, ma-, .~sa-/ ocean
:f‘Ah unusual type of exemple is seen in

htin /khan/ pregneney, uterus (elegant)

,;EThie ie the offioial spelling, but the spelling ﬁt:n
g‘i.e. with -—edded, ie the one most often seen.;,v,;;

1. Unmerked Nonfinal Silent consonant.s o

» Since the cancellation sign is very. rarely used ;
~ over any but final silent consonants, most types of
,nonfinal silent coneonants are uniarked in any. way.
_-The silent consonanb is ofeen, but not elwa?b; i

4 f(t) ﬁﬁﬂﬁta /SEIMAad/ to be able, capable :1,,Ef?

dtw:nuﬂ /pr&adth&n&a, ~tha-/ to deeire, wish
tﬁu:ﬂuﬁ /kiadtijéd/ honor 7 S
o e /snsa'-'/ head (eleg.). Also Rw.,
0 wwsl /phraan/ Brahmen o .',,
| ;f»(ﬁ)' tnmmawn /phédchékh&ad,~cha-/ executioner

Lo Except i ons. e

_ Even though it is an exceptional usage the can-"}t

cellation sign is sometimes found with nonfinal con-

gonants, e.g. in the alternate spelling of the ele-vLJ

gant term for "head" above. In particular it is g0

used in recent anworde from English., But some euch{fj

. Words are spell d now with and now without the can- |
cellation sign, e.g.




“ﬁtﬂc mﬂ /kiab ~ kioi‘/ golf (< Eng )

e foou 1o rm 6.8, & printed form); .
ﬂa“ e / / o ‘ ffor g servant)k) Eng.)

8. Pinal consonantt with Sileht Vowele

. Sometimae @ final aubeoript~ or euperecript-kg Mo
is silent even though there 1s no speotal symbol
,which can be used to indicate this. The combina-
- tions most often found are-) and-ﬂ but-ﬂ -ﬁ and .
) are also found, e 08 -

"Q | WQ . /nded/ reason, cause
5 "l’,] | ./thud/ element

B oW fehtad/ nationality, race
i Q"a _‘/d&ed/ relative, kin
e !/xiad/ honor

: i mplﬂ " . /°&nﬁm&d. "a-/ pemiseion o o
: -»ﬂitﬁ‘ /pr&w&d/ deeoription, hietory. See pe 78.5:*
: | W  [s¥ambd/ to supposs, .
R dtomi® Joagkriphdd, ~kra-/ enperor
'ﬁ 1"5 C /kbod/ ten million i
-ﬂ M | »/’unn&h&phuum, -nahe-/ temperature &

. SOInetixnee the vowel remains silont when the word is
compounded with another word, e.g. ‘L

_ e mimm /heedkaan/ events, oifoumataneee
ol umrd knowledge education (in i

uﬂ; - /phuwmrdy/ knowledge, teniing
B\i‘b at other times the vowel is pronounced, e,
| qﬁmm /phumiehd/ geography |
\Wushun /'kiedtijod/ honor

*iEl{C ﬂ:ziﬁmm /pramumd, pn-/ hietory (eubjeot)(




 GHAPTER VI S
o'rns R IRREGULAR 1T xns e

1. Speoial consonant + Vowol Symbols

~ There are two sets of apecial eonsonant. i vowel
~ symbols which are shown bélow, In & ‘theory these sym«
bols are treated as ‘'vowels and both short and: long
' farieties oceurs In gragtigg ‘they are treated as
~ consonant + vowel symbols and the ccmsonantal con-; o
if'ponent behaves like a Low consomnt.. SR e

. 3’,‘,",& Nm - ‘].eSy:gol L
“ /1”’/ | n /m/

'rhe most common of these aymbols 1s t] /rf’/ and
it may be pronounced /ry«/, /ri-/ or /ras-/ depend-

1ng upon ‘the 1nd111dua1 word 4n which it 13 uaed
It ocours as a synable 1nitial or as the aaeondc
E,‘component of any MIDDLE or LOW consonant cluster in
. which 1 occurs as the second component (see pi 46) .

It also occurs olustered with 'n. a combination 1n k
 which § ‘does not ocour, ,

Examples of q as Syllable Initial

o - . [r§duu/ season |
qn%' /rid/ supernatural power
qu | /r8sg/ auspicious time

67




; ExAMples of in Olusters
MMM /vagkrld/ England; English
"'-‘;lﬂtzﬂqa 'l~/prhphr#d, pra-/ to behave, act ,
; ﬁﬁﬂqﬂﬁuﬁ /wan phrfhadsidbsodii, -ssabs-/ Thursdayl
| mqanﬂan /phrydsidphaakhom -ssa~/ May'
nqﬁ%nﬂuu /phridsicikaajon, -séa~/4November;
wu  /thrtdsadid, -ssa-/ theory

The long symbol ) i8 very rarely used. It oc~-
curs in the example cited below,but the same word
is also spelled with the short symbol at times.

| QQB. qﬂ /ryysii/ or /r§sli/ hemmit, anchorite

| The symbols fj and )1 are virtuélly never used.

 'There are therefore no useful, or even moderately

‘usetul, examples which can be ¢cited: The symbols

: ~are often omitted entirely from Thai dictionaries.

Dictionary Order. Since these symbols are not
true consonants but consonant + vowel symbols, they
‘do not comprise a part of the inventory of conson-

o ﬁ “ants (pp. 6-9). For the purpose of order of arrange=-
- ment in dictionaries, f) and )1 succeed f, while !}

 and " are placed after f.

2. The Twenty Words Spelled with -

The complete list of the twenty words which must
be spelled with the symbol l— is given on the follow-

(see p, 61) .

ing page. The arrangement follows the Thai alphabeti--

. cal order. Most of these words [re very common and
"none of them are uncommon, 8o the proper spelling of
all of them must be memorized.

O
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"/klaj/ to be “olose, near -

/khra&/ who? eomeone, anyone

| _ /khra:j/ desire to, w:lsh to

/esj/ heart, mind, epirit (fis.eenee)

'”L /Ohad/ to be +se} that!s sol -
| /ehdy ~ ‘ohda3/ to use .vuf tO be ueed
" /da3/ which, any (preceded by clf.) DT
~ /t43/ to be under, eouthern : -
/naj/ 1n (space); in, at, on (time)

/baj/ leaf (in opds. exc. when a clf. ) BT

- /Joay/ dumb, mute

/td3/, as in /f&gf&d/to be engroaeed 1n'1FQ£

; /JaJ/ fiber; web (of ep;der).

/sAphdj, sa-/ female rel. by marriage
/883/ to be clear, tranaparent

/sd3/ to put in, -insert

/hdj/ to give ...; for ...

/343/ to be big, large

/mdj/ to be new; anew

“Tom, waslon /183/, only in /18n1¥3/ to be infatu-

ated with ...

Some of these have homonymg spelled with't- as in

1v
T, Mln
n

the examples shown below:

 Jeaj/ skein (of thread, yarn)
/da3/, as in /bandaj/ stairs
/t83/ torch




W /mai/ epinning vheel

5]yf; 10. . /4a3/ why, for ﬁhat .
, ‘1ﬂ | /saj/ to push, shove (forward, away)
- 1“. tnain /haj/, as in /rsonhAJ/ to ory. weep
Tun /Ay to flow

3. More About Unwritten /-a-/
A, Unwritten =%

In previous chapters examples have been given of
intruded /-a-/ in initial consonant groupings (see
pp. 49-51) and after certain medial consonants with
double function (see pp. 60-61). Single consonants
or word final consonants may also be pronounced with
an unwritten /-a?/, but most such words are highly
literary, One of the most commonly seen words of
this type is the following:

N /nd?/ at, in (of time or place)
Other examples are very nuch rarer:
find /sinléph®/ arts, crafts
fla t114%/ sesame (literary word; the
/ / common word isfyﬁ /uai/)

B. Unwritten—/

Another rare type of unwritten /-a~/ is found in
the case of a few words which are pronounced as if
they were spelled with </, Among words of this type
which have a fairly high frequency the first two ex-
amples below are perhaps the most important,

onf' /sddtrii/ woman (elegant)
NN /kArdgkddaakhom, ka-..-ka-/ July
? ok
J;EKJQ’""NQ / &gk&tanjuy, ka-/ to be ungrateful

IToxt Provided by ERI



B closed syllable

m usual reading for the unwritten vowol in a
ﬂ§ /=0=/, a8 shown on pp. 18420,
The roading /-a=/ shown in the three examples on
the preceding page is very rare, The pressure for
the /-0«/ reading is such that some words which

~ were until recently read with /-a-/ are now uaually !
 read with /-0-/, e.g.

MU /chommdnaakhom, -na-/ communication
1)t Rt _/mégk&raakhom , ~ka=/ January
The two words were formerly (or rarely still are) -

,pronounced J/khamménaakhom, -na</ and /mAgkAraakhom,
- <kaw/, roapectivoly.

4. The Use of the Vowel-Short.ening Symbol

The voml—-ahorteni,ng symbol - known as 1:3‘1 N
(see p., 18), has certain important reatrietions as
to its use, It is used in combination with the vow.
els |\—~, U=, and ~p (and no others), and it is used

with these only if two additional conditiona are mot,'

vis, {1) there must be a gyllable-final gonso

and (2) there must be po tonal marker required 1n~'
the writing of the syllable, The vowel-shortening
symbol is most commonly used with |-, e.g.

VOWEL-SHORTENING SYMBOL WITH |—

vfu /kdb/ to pick, gather, collect ...
\¥n /cdd/ seven

\dn /chéd/ to wipe ...

1f /x';w/' to be fast, quick, rapid
vdn /168/ to be small, little

1 /hin/ to see ...
il /idg/ iron (metal)




;E 3 c .. p t 1 o n .

3 hnporbant. WOrd, /pen/ (lst exeuupie below) 19
spelled with £ in didtionaries, offieial writings,
.t.extbooks, eté., but is normally spelled without : 2 ;
in newspapers, This ia occagionsd in large part by ,

- the high frequenoy of 1ts occurrence. The remaining - -

~ ‘words shown below are regularly spelled "'“h“t =

i _;undoz- all circumstancea.

lﬂﬂ. lﬂ“ /pén/ to be oo‘o‘

\ys /phéd/ diamond. (See also.p, 64.)
\wng ~ /méd/ meter (< French)
tuntn /médtrig/ metric (< French)

The use of = with the vowels U~ and -0 is much
rarer. Although there are some important exceptions,
its use with these two vowels is largely confined to
imitative words, restricted modifiers, and particles.

VOWEL-~SHORTENING SYMBOL WITH U~ AND —8

uf /kh¥n/ to be hard, firm, strong

uwedn /khdjtg, kha-/ bit by bit (of climbing)
udn /ehéd/ bright (red) (restricted mod,)
uﬁnunv /dtgdte/ chrysalis. Also ﬁhuﬂy /ddgdée/,
A /k3?, k8-/ then, consequently, also

Always spelled without vowel, as shown,
A very common and important word,

wi'an /rdg/ (emphatic particle). Also WioN
but with same pmnunciaoion.

wionunfy /r3mr¥m/ sparsely
wlonwiiey /338383/ disheveled, mussed (as hair)
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5. The Tonal Markers and Vowel Length

Since the vowel-shortening symbol 2 cannot be em-
ployed with the vowels |-, U~ and =D when a tonal
marker is also required in the writing of the sylla-
ble {p. 69), there is no way within the conventional
writing system to distinguish short /-e-/, /-¢-/ and
/-3</ from long /-ee-/, /-cc-/ and /=29-/ if tonal
markers are used, All that can be done is to make a

- few very general statements which may lie helpful to -
the foreign student of Thai, These are as follows: =

1, The vowel |= plus any one of the four tonal
markers is normally read short, e.g.

THE VONEL |~ WITH TONAL MARKERS

Im

N

1y

LAy
119
v
'
v
\un
n
LY
[ ]
1y
L ) L)
Tnraunsy

/kén/ to be expert (in), good (at)
/odn/ to expand

/chén/ such as

/18n/ to play

/réw/ cardamom

/wén/ to omit, except

/mém/ to compress (e.g. the lips)
/céy/ to go bankrupt (< Chin,)

/p¥n/ strictly, sharp (as "noon sharp")
/krdoykréen/ to be sparse; sparsely, few
An exception, Note the difference be-
tween the last two examples. The long
/-ee~/ can be predicted, however, be-
cause of the unambiguous long /-00-/

in the first of the two ablaut redupli-
cated syllables.,

4



o

~ 2A, The vowels U~ and ~0 are usually, but not ine

© varisbly, short under the low tone in live syllables,

el

Uy
[]
Uug

ue

uwia
g
iy
wial
Uty
wiot

ngy

THE VOWELS U— AND —0 WITH MARKED LOW TONE
)

/ctm/ to be clear

/btn/ to divide (up)

/phtn/ C1f. for sheets (as of paper)
/mtm/ Occidental woman (< Eng.)
/hé¢n/ place; C1f., for places

/8dn/ to shine

/mdm/ (title for descendants of roy.)
/b33/ to be often

/nd3/ a little bit, Also /ndaj/.
/kdan/ before

2B, The vowels i~ and = are either short or long
(depending upon the word) under the falling tone in
live syllables, e.g.

THE VOWELS U~ AND ~8 WITH MARKED FALLING TONE

|
U
>
unae
uay
[ 4
Uiy
>
Wk
»
Uy
»
un9
»
"oy

L 4

wes

/khtn/ shin

/k1tey/ to make a show of, pretense of
/18n/ to run (of a boat)

/ptn/ (name for a woman)

/pten/ powder (face powder), flour
/htw/ water cheatnut

/ktw/ crystal. Sometimes /kbew/.
/t%n/ to have to, must

/h%n/ room



, 7%
et /h33/ to hang (down)
v .
ool /?333/ sugar cane
20, The vowels U~ and —@ are alwaye long undet
the high tone in live syllables, e.z.
THE VOHELS U- AND -B WITH MARKED HIGH TONE

'ueg /1éen/ to pe dry (as of the aeason)
’EPQ [1éew/ already '

{Pu /r$33/ hundred

{?ﬂ : /r8an/ to be hot

¥ou /chsan/ spoon

2D, The vowels U~ and ~ are usually short under.

the rising tone in those syllables where it is marked L

by the use of the 4th tonal marker, but such usage
is in any case rare. (High consonants in live sylla=-
bles indicate & rising tone when no tonal marker is
used, and these consonants will take — if the vowel
is to be read short; see examples on.p, 72). Examples
in which the 4th tonal marker is used are;

THE VOWELS U— AND —0 WITH MARKED RISING TONE
*
uvo‘ /c¥w/ orystal (clear)(restricted mod.)
ns suoy /xrdp3n, kra-/ (tin-)can
*

nfonnret  /krdgkr33/ very humble, poor

3. In dead syllables marked tones are always rare
and unusual no matter what the vowel may be. When the
vowel 18 =, U=~ or —@ the reading is most often short
in dead syllables, but in a few instances the reading

is long. Most words coming in this category are recent
loanwords from Ohinese or English.




” '-""/cézl bhineae (infoml tem)(< Ohin )  ‘\

 }[“§” ;' '/kéb/ cap (< Eng.)

ﬂ,»>u2a o [rtea v késs/ gas (<.Eng.) :

1“,ju1n o Jeéd/ bright (red) (restricted mod.)
"'°,nan‘:¥ | /k53/ (water) faucet (< Eng. "cock”)

1on. 100 ~ /chsg/ chalk (< Eng.) ,
' aanuan ‘f/ISglag/ to be 1nattont1ve. shifty

This word uses the lst tonal marker
specifically to indicate that the
vowels are short, If rio tonal marker
were used the tone would be the same
but the vowels would be read long.

6, Irregular Readings for Vowel Lengths

There are various types of special cases in which
a short vowel is read long or a long vowel is read
short, A briof description of the most important of
these is provided in this section.

A. Lengthened Vowels

(1) There is a tendency to lengthen a short vowel
undexr the high tone in live syllables, particularly
in the case of those written with the symbols =~
=1, 1=, and ‘|~ (1.e. the vowel + sonorant symbols,
p. 14). Some of the words coming in this category
are read with a long vowel in final position (alone
or in compounds), with a short vowel in nonfinal po=
sition (in compounds), e.g.

[ %4 }
-1 4? . /néan/ water
gpeﬁh /hdynéan/ bathroom

vl  /ndmkhEn/ ice




"

-~ 191 /chdaw/ to be early (in the morning)
~ v
¥ /théaw/ foot (elegant)
) :
- 1 /héaj/ stick, wood

v,V .
| m‘ln /ténnda3/ tree |
1u1n1ﬂ /médjkhitdfaj/ a mateh
o hmz /m&jtrii/ the 31d tonal marker |
f) f)
|~ lﬁ /chdaj ~ chﬁj/vto use ...} t0 be used
(2) The vowel. + sonorant symbol k‘ﬁ is sometimes

lengthened under tre falling tone, sometimes not. ,
Note the readings given in the following set of words:.
v .

i /claw/ Lord, royal person, pz}nce
But sometimes also spelled 7.
' v ’ _
WL /mdmclaw/ royal grandchildren

But may sometimes be read /mbmc&u/ if
used as a title 1mmediate1{ preceding

the given rame of the royal personage
havigg the title.
v
9 /clw/ you {superior sp. to inferior)
v
8 3 /clw-/ master, owner (see ex. bslow)

[ 4
191204 [clwkh%2n/ master, owner
(3) One word spelled with 1= under the low tone
is always read with & long vowel, visz,

lﬂ‘q /pldaw/ to bc omrty, blank, plain} in
vair; n

B, Shortened Vowels

(1) The symbol (=/ is normally read long,
least two inatances, however, it is read short

9. W /oon/ silver; money
B f /edn/ to be inundated




o T |
©{2) At least two words spelled with —A under the
- falling tone are normally read short, viz.

[ ] . R
"My /thén/ you; he, she, they (sp. of eld~
ers or supetriors)
y | |
91 /?43/ Derogatory or insulting title

used before first names of men

(3) Several words shorten the vowel of a middle-
toned syllable —tit*~ when it is in penultimate posi-
tion. But the words are also sometimes read with a
half-long vowel. This is shown by placing the second
of the two a's in parentheses in the phonetic trans-
soription, e.g.

Inundb /widthdjala)laj, -tha-/ college
3MUﬂﬂ1ﬂﬂ{’ /widthdja(a) sdad, ~tha~/ science

T ] /phéjala) jaam, pha-/ to try, attempt
1s4maMn  /rooyphdjala)baan, -pha-/ hospital

7. Irregular Readings for Tones

There are a few disyllabic words which have an
irregular reading for the tone of their second syl-
lable, All such syllables are "dead" syllables (see
p. 26) beginning in a sonorant, and their tones are
read gs if the sonorant were governed by a preced-

MIDDLE or HIGH conaovnant, In these cases it is
the_preceding syllabl: which begins in a MIDDLE or
HIGH consonant and this, in effect, governs the tone
of its own syllable and the syllable following. Buv
this type of situation is piot & regular one.

The pronunciation and spelling of the following
words mutt therefore be memorised, o‘ohny since
the pronunciation of mout of them is ¥hoorrectly
-qgkqd in MoFarland's That-tn;lt;h Dictionary, &

=11
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source whtch is 1n most other respeots a useful one

for the relatively advanced student of THAI,
IRREGULAR ‘I‘ONES: LoW INSTEAD OF FALLING
e Ty /prdjdod, pra- / usefulness, advantage
‘ xlrzhm ~ /pradjdog, pra- / sentence (grahﬁnar)
ﬂ’,w‘m k/p‘ramaafd, ‘pr‘a- / to be negligent

LR /taxrdad/ the police
€y _ /s¥mrbad/ to éxplbre; suriféy
IRREGULAR TONES: LOW INSTEAD OF HIGH
ﬂt:ﬂ /prdwdd, pra-/ description, history
ﬂtsﬁﬂ'ldm’ /pr&w&dtls&ad, pra-/ history (éubject)
Nt /damr1?/ to consider (roysl, elegant)
Lt ] /damrdd/ to speak; speech (royal) |
g iy /slinrdd/ to be finished, complete,
, successful

In addition to the examples cited above many .

recent loanwords from English have irregular pronune o

ciation as to tones,

8, Ambiguities

Certain features of the Thai writing system give
rise to ambiguities, i.,e, the same sequence of synm-
bols may have more than one pronunciation or more
than one possible pronunciation, Some of the more
common ambiguitvies are discussed below.

(1) When the complex vowel symbol =) has two
consonants between its two parts, it cannot be dis-
tinguished from a sequence C + /~se/ followed by
¢ ¢+ /-aa/, Homographs are rare, but the proper reade

5 KC“‘ for all such comhinations must be learne, e.g.
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M /aAldw, sa-/ a kind of tree
(or) /s&elaa/ stone, mountain
(8 /phlaw/ axle

{or) /pheelaa/ time (1literary)

(2) When the preposed vowel symbols t—, U~ and
1- are followed by W plus a sonorant,it is impossible
to tell whether the W 18 W W1 or the initial pro-
nounced consonant W followed by a final consonant.
That is, this is true if no tonal marker is required,
Q..

(1 1] /née/ duckweed

(or} /h¥en/ to be solicitous about
T /mE€e/ Oht (interjection)
\y /héem/ gold (literary)

But 1f a tonal marker is required it will be placed
over the sonorant if the Y is W U1 (first example be-
low), and over W if the sonorant is the syllable fi-
nal (second example below), “

uua /nte/ to be small, little, young
]
uwg ~ /htn/ place, location

L 4

(3) If the symbol 7 occurs between two consonants
it 1s usually to be read as /-ua-/, But sometimes it
is to be read as syllable initial /w-/, though this
lafter reading is extremely rare. Moreover, if the
t;}t of the two consonants is W, the ¥ may be either
initial pronounced consonant or W W1, Examples;

g /stan/ garden
LA LR /8dw8p, sa-/ (first name for a man)

th
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LY} /khuan/ ought to, should
(or) /khdwasn, kha~/ (as in the ex. below)
L1 YY) /rankhdwson, -kha-/ (a surname)
uM /buam/ to swell, be swollen
U9 /baowaon, ba-/ (a surname)
WA /httan/ o keep foroneself, be jealous of

{or) /w8n/ (short form of %74, man's name)

(4) If the symbol D occurs between two consonants
it is usually to be read /-33-/, But in a few rare
instances it must be read as syllable initial /?-/.

uey /ph3am/ to be thin, lean, skinny
(or) /pha”?om, pha-/ (as in the ex. below)

ugnuoy /pha?$ydphd?om, pha-..-pha=/ reluct:ﬂt
to s

oy /phA?db, pha-/ small container with a

triangular 14d

9. Recent Changes in Spelling

A few minor changes in spelling were introduced
in the 1950 ed. of the official Thai Dictionary put
out under the auspices of the Ministry of Education,
Current newspapers and recently issued books use the
new spelling, But the McFarland Thai-English Diction-
ary, commonly used by foreign students of Thai, was
published prior to the time these changes were intro=
duced and a recent reissue of this work (1954) has
no corrections in the text because it was done by the
photog..:~hic process, Therefore a student who tries
to read a current Thai newspaper with the aid of the
McFarland dictionary will have difficulty in locating
o some of the words unless he takes into account the
IfRJ}:’°i“t° discussed below,

IToxt Provided by ERI
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(1) The vowel ~¢ has been dropped in the spelling
- of many common words, e.g.

!'tb'v-l .

| ~New Way 0ld Way Transcription

ol sl /chibdb, cha-/ issue, copy
30 4} nznhz /ehlphs?, cha-/ tobe particularto
Wur  wsur /chdnd”, cha-/ to win
oiln - gin /chdnid, cha-/ kind, sort, variety
m;’i nzu"\ /phémla, pha-/ Burma; Burmese
But many other words still retain the vowel -2, e.g.
H | /md14?, ma-/ jasmine
 F41H /rdjd?, ra-/ distance
neis /thdlee, tha-/ sea

(2) Some simplification in the writing of final
consonant clusters has been introduced in some words,
- 1Y 4

New Way Old Way Transcription

m L /khded/ 1imit, boundary
ih My /kld/ activity
™ ‘]’ﬂl' /wid/ to grow, increase (literary)

(3) A very few words formerly spelled with 1- for
/-aj/ are now spelled <U, An important example isi

New Way Old Way Transcription
nit 1ns /traj/ three (literary, special)

But the old aponl\;g is still uud
in some contexts, The new spelling
is used ugco!.ally in Budd t. gone
texta, as in the example be NV,

/rédtindtrad, '“""{““3‘34&".':)




OHAPTERVII
NUMERALS AND SPEOIAL SIGNS

L, Ntmerale

The so-called Arabic numerals used in Europe and
in America arv ultimately derived from the anoient
Hindu numerals, The Thai numerals have the same ori
gin, but the Thai obtained them ag a part of their
total writing system complex which is derived from
the Devanagari (p,1). The actual numerals with
their names are listed below,

THAT NUMERALS

© 1 s /nbn/ one
& 2 Ll /s329/ two
m 3 L] /sdam/ three
&« 4 i /s11/ four
& 5 " /hsa/ five
© 6 w0 /hdg/ six
o (4 (¥ /cdd/ seven
4 8 uthn [obed/ elght
o’ 9 0 /kaw/ nine
o o v’ /stiun/ zero

83
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The basic ruls for making these symbols is the
same as that for making the consonants., In other
words, one starts out by first making the little
circle in ¢, v, o, etc. The pen then moves to the
right or the left (or right, then left) as demanded
by the nature of the symbol. The symbol for "9" is
made in two strokes, viz, « followed by ¢ glving ¢.
The remaining symbols are made without lifting the
pen from beginning to end, Note that the Thai zerv
is a small circle, not a small oval as is our Ara-
bic gero, '

The Thai numeral system is a decimal one and the
higher numbers are formed by the use of the zero
"and the digits exactly as in our own systenm, vig.

% 10 N /8ib/
oo 11 fuifn /s1b234/
°° 15 fuw /sivhaa/
wo 20 @Ry /$11s1b/
0o 30 gty /s8amsib/
éo w0 8y /slisib/
voo 100 wilaseu /nimrssy/
sov 101 teuifin - [r8s3°8d/ |
o 345 dwsoufRum /sdamr$sj siisibhla/
sooo 1000  WileWu /n¥mphan/
morid 3078 ouMdnfuuUn  /samphan cddsib-
| pted/

» v v
seeb 4596  AMMIOULNIAUUN  /siiphan hdarss
| k@wsibhdg/




'§°,q¢o 10,000 ‘uﬂwﬂu /nynmh'n/
dtuoo 45,200 dwhoiisosgoy
g : /slimyyn haaphan aSaanoJ/
ec0,000 100,000 wilausu /ndysten/
[}
¢, 000 108,000  ilousminawihunsimig
: /hynslcﬁ kdwnyyn ptedphan/
#1,000,0600 1,ooo,ooo--~.\dmu /nigldan/
®0,000,000 10,000,000 am\‘m (or) Mﬁdl\ﬁ
' " /sibléan/ (or) /niykdod/
But /kdod/ is not used in
reading higher numbers; see
the example below,
e10, 000,000 130,000,000 wilasousnAunm
/ndmriasg s¥amsibldan/

NI AN NN NN VANV AN ANV O AW AN AN AV, WA

Our own Arabic numerals are also sometimes used in
Thai books at the present time (see pp. 95 and 102), "
even though all the other writirg may be in the con-
ventional Thai orthography. Thai schoolchildren often
learn their arithmetic by the use of Arabic numerals,

They also, of course, learn to use their own numerals ,'T

~as well,

2. Typographical Signs

Both traditional typographical signs and many ade
ditional signs recently borrowed from the West are to
be found in modern Thai books and newspapers. Tradie
- tional signs still in common use are listed on the

. following page with their names and examples,
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TYPOGRAPHICAL SIONS

|
i 1mmn /m&;jémég, -Ja~/ the repeat sign, e.g.
ﬂu " /?yyn?yyn/ other, others ‘
| 4 s
%1 % /chéachda/ slowly

N AN AN A NV AV AN NN SNV S AN AN

| 4
1 Tiurauey /pajjaanndaj/ used to indicate that
& familiar, well.understood word or
groug of words has been omitted in
writing, In reading; the omitted word
or words must be supplied, e.g.

NLIivw Stands for N{JiMRMAURE /krugth8eb
, méh¥andkhoon, ma-,.-na-/ (the Thai
name for Bangkok), This naxe is al-

ways written with this symbol,

uANA Stands for UWN{HuNT /naajég rdd-
thamontrii, -tha-/ the premies

¥
N AV NN NN NV IV IV IN NN NN NN N NN NN NN

w1 ey pajjaanjdj/ used like Eng, M"ete,"
" éndjij'eadjag//lé"/. in a text. See
example on p, Y1,

AN AR NN A A,

VAN NN

Additional typographidal s:lgn# recently borrowed
from the West are the following: :

uhnan /mdh&bgh&ag, ma-/ the pariod. Used
in writing abbreviations {pp, 93-100),
Oogo

u. Abbrev, for WMRN1  /naalfkaa/
%otglock" (for time on the 24-hour
basis) .

1.7, Abbrev. for 113171u /rooyrian/
’ ®school ,"

PN AN N AN N OV NN N N NV O VNI N WIS




dot used in writing dec 8,
N g  COOTERRS
oo Y. 8130 A.M,
W 2,50, Read /s3sy odd hfasibv/,
NN NN AV AN AW AN ANV AN AN
¥
b e
. 90,000 10,000
¥ /khiid/ the dash. Sometimes
: v not read, e.g. ‘
¢ - &y /ddg s1i haakhon/ "four (or)

five cnildron

But sonetimes read as:

t /eh¥ny/ "o, up to, until,h
0.80
68 ~ &0 W, 8:45 to 9:00 A M,
NV AN AN AW AN NN VNN AN
| 4
tnfnauuﬂusaun: /xhrfa mnaj 453147/ "per
‘ cent sign"
) But read as: :
L4 [ 4
(o7 1fun /paasen/ ”per cent" (< Eng, ),
6.8
ocf '_ /sib psesen/ 10%
NV NN
tn?n«uuﬁuﬁhnau {khryanmxag khamthiam/ "quea-
‘ jon mark,™ e.g. :
Fuulibalue /rian paj themmaj/ *Why study?®

. 13 : — [odd/ "dot, poinb." 1.0, ho R




' N
t dWefy {’&da&ceerit -sa-/ the exclama-
- ion point, k1so called:
wniavsunely khry il tbgca:j/ "the sign of
, frightened"

Usod with interjections and with
exolamatory sentences, e.g.

w"mn‘h: /ida tdgeaj/ "Dontt be scared!l™

)

4 . .
" R OIATOIWIAUN aj khamphQud uotation
w narks ?ma Jkon wgrd aé;q bols®), -
Additiona terms for "open .
quotes” and "close quotes" are
alsotgseg and are . £°r3:d by agd-
¢ terms ) o open'
i"ﬁ /pld/ "to ¢ ose." vis.p‘

mmwwnmmn open quotas
lhrﬁevuﬁUﬂﬁuhﬂh olose quotes

Quotation marke are used to en-
close direct quotations, e.g.

lyflanfie /a8 dohdy hedb/ Mo " (man
speaking)

They are also used with roper
names to indicate that the name
is a pen name, e.g.

Tny "UudInpy” /3003 sEepthoon/ By ﬂSaenéthqng."w
NN ININ NN NN (NN P INONIN NN N NN AN (N NN AN AN N
() 24dy /wonléb/ parentheses

Used to enclose parenthetical
zatter, usually of an sxplana=-
;ory nature, e.g.

Mgy (L) huuchaa (kham¥en)/ Canbo-
| dia Khmer)

DN NN N O (NN N NN SN IV NN NNV NI N AN
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3. Spaeoa und Othor Pungtuation S
| Thai uorda are not written with spaces betunen ;e
“them as is done in writing xnglish and other Bure- )
£ pean’ languagos. All words within a phrauo or. clause L
~(or within a sentence containing & single olause) -
. are written togother without any spacing, as is oub-’ﬁ g
" tomary in writing Sanskrit and other languages using
the DovAnagari or ono or its derivativga. Example:

ﬂ:zwn'lwﬂ:quﬂmmaﬁn tGue lnmmﬂtmﬁu

/prathsedthaj tay Jﬁu thaan thidtawan?bog-_ S
chlantay kh3ap thawiib’eeaia./ |

" Thailand is situated in the southeast of the
continent .of Aeia. THAX READER, p. 185,

Spaces, on the other hand, set off the end of a
phrase, clause, or sentence and are therefore used
in places where we ‘normally use the comma and.'bhe‘

PQI'iOd, LTY.7% ; |
' - ' e M ' " v |
lufRuluvrzomlog - undignifhunanuns  mly
(Fyaunznonlanunaond

B | /o8 jmii himd? naj bf&theedthaj, tie mid - g
o - 10ughdb blay baanhin, toénmdaj kh!anlé° R 1
L ddogda] baan taldad pii./ |

ff{_ There i8 no smow in Thailand, but there is
% some hail in some places, The trees are green

o and the flowers bloom throughoubthe year,
t;”:, THAI,READER, p. 150, ‘ , L

- Thai printed matter (as oppoaed to typewritten
. ‘;-atter) is .arranged so that tho righthand margin 15

"t c
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.7 even, just as is done in our own printed books. But’
. .4in Thai this can meun that the end of a sentence is

;; 'unmarked in any way, IS the ‘end of the sentence is
" -flush with the righthand margin, there will be uo

- Gontrarivise, in order to adjust the righthand mar~

‘1of two which is not meant to be interpreted as the
[ ‘end of a phrase’ or clause. In the beginning these - -
* things will be a bit confusing to the student, but
~ after he has had a little practice in reading he
‘will become accuatomed to them, ‘

" 'Spaces are 8lso used to set off words in a sorioa, »
‘and this furnishes still another instance in which 8.
‘;‘space corresponds to our comma, e.gs e

’ w'”:‘axmct"ui(rnzmltzmﬂm:ﬁ 1ﬂ0 1uah v uq
T oUsr uatusnae q |
/s!nkhda s¥mkhan kh¥oy prathaedthaj mii, .
khdaw, najsag, jaan, miu, wua, plaa 1£° r!e"f3!
‘;hantlfﬂf/ , L
Thaimpornant products of Thailand are rice,

teak, rubber, hogs, cattle, fish, and vari-
ous ores, THAI XDER, Pe 1568,

Spaces also have other conventional usés in write
ten Thai, viz. (1) between the first and last names
of people (but not between a title like "Mr." and
the first name), e.g.

¢
woroq Lerdouauey fhiny
'/ph85 kh¥onkhdw chfy naajkhdab rdgthaj./

Q
His father's name is Mr, Khap Rakthai., THAL
EJKXEI READER, p. 76.

 speotal mark to set it off as the end of a aentenee.,?f"';‘

gin- the priater will sometimes insect an extra space | L




- (‘2’).;’?91'91‘0 m‘d‘ after nmo“rals,p LW

~ momre gl tathenile sooo frifuilge
Bemets T

» /thol;htaohdan'phﬁuhyb dajwdd chday thiy
s3opphan tua, mil tusdiew théwndn thil sty
thiy kéwfdd slntw,/ .

An oiephant merchant measured up to 2000 ele-
phants, (and) there was only one which reached

the helght of 9 feet, 4 inches,  NSGIENCE,"
701. 5’ PP+ 323"3240 ) .

(3) before and after the repeat ﬁign, LIY-79

wmavilossatrsinnivuflyiongs qaun
/thaay n¥a kh3on prath8edthaj mii phuukhliw

stupstuy mlag./

In the north of Thailand there are many duite
high mountains, THAI READER, p. 163. ‘ :

(4) before and after M1, e.g.

Urzivnlnuds 310 Fyn e Tusawnagtss o

* /prathdedthaj sy khaaw, diibdg 147, pajkhiaj
tdapprathded,/ | - -
Thailangd.exports rice, tin, ete,

(5) before and after parentheses, o.g.

MAMINEINNGIINT & = ¢ fion (119 ol — oY)




/xhonnamthaay ka” wia m@n stiuy raaw pted kdw-
aSog (raaw slbs¥on thify slbsli f£dd)./'
Theiguide guesSed it was around 89 forearm

lengths {around 12«14 feet) in height.
- S0 NOE," vol. 8, p. 326,

o If, upon reaching the righthand margin, the typ=-
48t or printer finds: it necessary o break into the

;Lf‘middle of a word, a hyphen is often uaed. Just as. 1n _.,w f

:’5  our own typed or. printed matter, e.g. j‘» ;,--,

n{@lﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ]ﬂtﬁntﬁanﬁthuuﬁhu ﬁnﬂe:n-

"'9 ;1ﬂ unsTOIN 1ﬁnn;4tnwﬂ1ua&tﬂaanwa "
‘ ﬂ%ﬂt:tnﬂ

”;; /krunthaeb pen chdrian khSan kaankhommanaakhom.plv
, mii thasyrédfaj 1¢” thaaprédjon clag kruncheeb‘fi
' 5."paj Jan myan thnnt&an thoa prath&ed./ &

. Bangkok s the center of communieation. Thore
are railwago and highways from Bangkck to.the.
different towns all over the country, THAI"
‘READER, p. 16 Lo ; ,

' The_rema;ning types‘of punctuation marks are used .
" very much as they are in English books, Quotation
marks set off direct quotations, and the question
mark and exclamation point designate queattons ‘and
exclamations, respectively (see pp. 87-88). In ad-
dition, paragraphs are indented as in our own books,
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4, Abdbreviations

Avbreviations of certain common words are some-
times used in modern written Thai. They are always
set off by the use of a period, Sometimes the first
consonant of the word is used in abbreviation, e.g.

TR uRn4, /naaltkaa/ otclock (of time

on the 24-hour basis)
At other times the first consonant of each of two
parts of a word will be used as the abbreviation,
and in this event there is usually a period after
each of the two consonants, e.g.

wi., Wt /ndgrian/ student

But if the first consonant of either syllable 1is
¥ U1 this letter will be skipped in favor of the
second consonant of the syllable, e.g.

VO TR 1Y) TR 1Y /kddm¥aj/ law

The reason for this is that W WY must be used in
front of all sonorants to convert them to the HIGH
series and it is therefore not a sufficiently dis-
tinctive letter to be used for purposes of abbrevi-
ation.

Certain standard abbreviations transliterated
from European languages may have a period following
only the last consonant of the abbreviation. But
sometimes even these abbreviatiows will be written

‘with two periods, e.g.

oM. (or) Ny, Alaiung /kllooméd/ kilometer (km.)

93

In rarer ingtances the first two or three letters

of a word, including perhaps a vowel, are used in
abbreviation, e.g.

Tns.  Tnston /thoor&sdb/ telephone

O
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- Some of the more commonly used abbreviations are
listed and explained below. But certain other speci-
alized categories of abbreviutions are discussed in
later sactions (pp. 96-101),

e,

'ul:'bqo

0.1, (6l drala

4.4,

u.d.
u.4. 87 §f

ns.

[ 4
nt. 1aan 1

TITLES

1 »
WiDNLY /mdmclv, -claw/ M.,
(a title for those in the
randchild generation of rofal
escent, or treated as such

Jeot to abbreviation.

Higher titles are normally not
au

U [4
WIBNI YN /mdmr8adchéwoy,

w»cha«/ M,R.’ (a title for those

in the great-grandchild genera~
tion of roydl descent, or
treated as such), e.g.

é?bmraadchawon sSenii praamdod/
+Rs Seni Pramot

]
MUOUUAN mbmlﬂan{ M.L. (a ti-
tle for those in the great-great-
érandchild generation of rogal
escent, or treated as such

UNHY1 /naansbaw/ "Miss," e.g.
naansfaw sYi phdgdii/ Miss Si
éhakﬂi P vg : /

But the titles U /naaj/ "Mr,"

and UM /naan/ "Mrs." are not
subject to abbreviation,

Transliterated from the English
abbreviation "Dr," and read as
/d5gt88 ) ¢80

Dr. Ralph Bunche

Additional miscellaneous abbreviations commonly
seen in newspapers are listed on the following page,

O




XX

‘o‘i

XX

.

1,30,

I KR

- llament ~ )
nmz{éuunf /khénd? rddthamontrii/ the
cabfnet (of ministers of state) .

1§un? /rédthamontrii/ minister (of
gtata) | ‘

1olwlmy /réafaseha)/ That Ratlways

Formerly called /rédfajl "o al“:  .
State RZilwaysn énd abg an/ "Roy

MW /cddmilaj/ letter (ypistle)
1ﬂikﬂuﬂﬁ! /pre.jsaniijabdd/ post card
)8 /paci? 11khid/ postsoript, P.S,
1hi3U8 /ndgrian/ student (in school)
Trafin /rooyrian/ school
Treemu /roonynaan/ factory

[
Tyt /thoorasdb/ telephone., Used in
front of telephone nvmbers (either
Thai or Arabic numerals), e.g.
/thoorasdb nyn stiun hdg hda sii/
Tel, 10654 )

UMNY  /naalfkaa/ o'clock (of time on
the 24-hour basis), e.g.

/8%5n naaltkaa/ 2 AM,
/3islb naalfkaa/ 8 P.M,

' .
an3n  /sataay/ satang, 1-100th of a
baht, 1Y k ‘

/3jtislbhda sataay/ 25 satangs

MUENTIUNATIAAINIRALTOM  /khand?
ammakaan khdar&sdehakaanphonlaryan/ -
o‘vg; Sésvice" ) o | :

AABNENYUNIS LAY /samaachig saphaus
hluthee raagﬂldaén/ Mbmheg ofPPar- .

reV, &8s 3.“.“9‘_,?”

MWL /kddmdaj/ law, Sometimes also
the abbrev., for tkilometéw" (p, 93), =



- “The commonly used abbraviations ror the units of
#a};tho metric system have been transliterated from the
’atandard Europeah abbreViabiona as shown below.

o,

ii;‘fn.‘

o,

:gthéif; ﬁfﬁ=}
onan,

f‘ifnn.

RUH
Cwonlnnft
ooty

Cdndl

ufutng

- Mnm
Cams “

\hm g

enlnimg

Mo

e

/bhad/ baht, tical

R /canwhd/ $hangwat, province )

2100

/°ampheo/ amphoe, distriot

5. Mberio System Abbreviations

menxo SYSTEM Asensvarxous -

indiuns

Cufums

Nod tung

fing
1nnafing

;Tf/kram/ gram (g,) o
,;/deekhaakram/ decagram (dkg.
/hégtookram/ hectogram (hg.
'/kilookram/ kilogram (kg |
,/deesikram/ deoigram (dg.)
:/sentikram/ centigram (cg.)

o /hinlikram/ milligram (mg.)

o /méd/ meter (m.) ,
,/depkhaaméd/ decameter (dkm,)

/négtooméd/ hectometer (hm,) -

/kAlooméd/ kilometer (km ) Some
times also abbrev. as ﬂe (p.

. /heesiméd/ decimeter (dm.)

/sentiméd/ centimeter (om.)
/minliméd/ millimeter (mm.,)

/1%4/ liter (1,)
/deekhaaltd/ decaliter (dkl,)




eninfng  /hégtooltd/ hectoliter (hl.)

ot Nlodn /K1100124d/ kiloliter (Ki.)
Conn. BNt /deestifd/ deotliter (dl.)
"ivﬁﬁ.‘ﬁ lﬂuﬂanl /sentilid/ centiliter (ol,)

. ﬁnaﬂn: /ninl€124/ milliliter (md.)

6. Thai Initials and European Initials
The consonant letters of the Thai alphabet can

‘be ueed as initials, i.e., us abbreviations of pere

sonal names. When so used the letters are always

followed by a period, e.g.

N ékoo/ Abbreviation for any name
eginning in N ‘

1, <kh5:/ Abbreviation for any name
eginning in Y,e.g.

9, MR kh3> phégdii/ where /kh836 could
e the abbreviation for 97U /khdab/
or any other name beginning in %.

h. ékhoo/ Abbreviation for any name -
e N

ginaning in ®
Ete,

The letters of the English alphabet are slso used

as abbreviations, particulhrly for expressions like .

"DDT," "Vitamin 'A,'" eto. They arg also used in the
transliteration of initials of American, British and
other European personal names, The letters of the .

English alphabet are written out in Thai according

to the pronunciation used for the letters of the ale .
phabet in British English, A period is then placed
at the end in order to show that these are abbrevia-
tions. The convertion (or conventions) for writing
these lettero is chown on the following page. .
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2

LETTERS OF THE ENGLISH ALPHABET

orl, 1fv.
g5
1y, 18y,
10,
\9.
\h.
ven. \fa. uoa,
won. 18,
o, fu,
1a. |
q.
fia,
011"

Ced. B,
f.

g.

3.

findny, Mg,
\ony, i,
mu. lav,

1§Bjk;ﬂn. ufin,

IToxt Provided by ERI

/?ee/ A

/vii/ B

/s11/ ¢

/di1i/ D

/?11/ E

/?4f/ F

/311/ lor) /foii/ G
/?éeh/ H

- [ra3/ 1

/cee/ J

 /xhee/ K

/?e1/ {or) /7¢l/ L
/[?em/ M
/?en/ N
/?00/ O
/phii/ P
/khiw/ Q
/?aa/ R
/?és/ 8
/thii/ T
/3uu/ U
/wii/ v

/dabbaljuu/ {or) /ddbbaliw/ W

/*ég/ X
/waaj/ (or) /waj/ ¥

/s8d/ {or) /std/ Z, i.e. zed

e
L

'S\



- Examplest

N R )

S Al

Soaad
ton. 19. 19,
1By, Ul 2110

%

/vitaamin 2ee/ Vitamin A
/witeamin bii/ Vitamin B
/dii dii thii/ DDT

/74£ %ee %00/ FAO =
/?éch ddbbaliw wiad/ H: W, Ward

7. Dates

Thailand uses the Buddhist era, redkoned from
the date of the dejth of the Buddha, for all offi.
cial purposes. DifFerent Buddhist countries have
slightly different dates for this event, but in
Thailand it is reckoned to be 543 years before the
“beginning of the Christian era. ‘

To determine the year according to the Christian
era, subtract 543 from the year of the Buddhist exa,
To determine the year according to the Buddhist ers,
add 543 to the year of the Ohristian era.

The abbreviations used for these two aras of time
reckoning are shown and illustrated below,

Cme ety

Nt weed

not, nTandhes vy

hoﬂo wdd

/phidthasdgkardad/ Buddhist era,
i.0, BQEO’ €sfe ‘ o
phtidthasdgkardad s3onphan sii-
4533 kawsigpécd{ 2493PB.E.f
(equivalént to 1955 A,D,)

/khridsdgkardad/ Christian era,
i.e. A.Do, 8.8,

khridsdgkardad nynphan klwrss
KAasibhag/ 1955 X?B. (equiva-J»
lent to 2498 BoEo)

When datoes are given in full the form used is f
E[{i(fat given in the first line of Thai on the following -

r

I L o

But sometimes the abbreviation for the era is
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omitted (second line).

Hiortnufl on LURUITI N e

Mo o ULEL RN |
/vwan?aath{d thiisibedd tdlaakhom phddthasagkaraad

| s¥omphan slirSsj klwslbodd/ Sunday, Oct. 17, 2497 B,E,

Two sets of abbre?iations for the names of the
months are shown below, Of these two the first is
perhaps the more commonily used,

."

o u,ﬁ. .unt. - UNTANY /mdgkaraakhom/ January

SN qun. qunqﬁha'l /kumphaaphan/ February

B I T TR fhinn /miinaskhom/ March

ETRTRETS LILY /mees¥ajon/ April ‘

WA, WA, WM /phrfdsaphaakhom, -8~/ May

fou. fu. MuwM /michdnaajon/ June

N, NINY. NINQWMM /kardgkadaakhom/ July

d.n, A Rawmn /sinh¥akhon/ August

n.u. iy, fluay /kan” .ajon/ September

o Mh M. MMM /7 ulaakhom/ October ,
KR} wqﬂ%n. L LRI /phrydsacikaajon, ~ss-/ Vov.

1.7, MU, #12mu ~ /thanwaakhom/ December
Shortened forms of a date may be given in the

style shown below, The first line has the first type
of month abbreviation, the second line the second

type.
b 7.0, beéd
w $1. weed
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/wanthii - j14sibhdg thanwaakhom s¥anphan slirdsj klwe
sibpted/ December 26, 2498 (B.E.)

In the most extreme shortened form of a date, the
month is referred to by its consecutive number and
the year date is shown by giving the last two numer-
als dnly. Obgerve that the first number stands for
tt s day of the month and the second number is the
number of the month (the style most frequently used
in Europe). This is in contrast to the style in
which the first number is the number of the month
and the second number is the day of the mohth (the
style most freéquently used in America),

b [ so [ &

26/12/98, 1,e, 12-26-55 (in the American style and
using the Christian era in place of the Buddhist era)

8, Pagination

The pages of a modern Thai book or newspaper are
numbered in the same way that European and American
books are, but several styles of numbers may be used,

(1) Ordinary Thai numerals are used in the main
body of the book, e.g.

* b 0 € ¢ b d & & 90 o0 oo
The front matter of the book is paginated by the

use of the Thal letters of the alphabet in place
of the Roman numerals used in European books, e.g.

9 n 2% 39 79 99

(2) Ordinary Thai numerals are used in the main
O body of the book as sbove. The front matter is
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paginated by the use of capital Roman numerals,
0.8,

I I III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

(3) The main body of the book is paginated by
the use of Arabie numerals, e.g.

1-2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10 11 12




SAMPLES OF HANDWRITING

~ The four pages which follow contain ‘amp‘iéa‘k of
" . Thai handwriting dorie by two different persons, .
" Three styles of handwriting are illustrateds pree

" oise, medium, and fast, Page 104 has a sample of -
~the preoise style, and page 105 shows the same text
- in both mediwm and fast styles, Pages 106 and 107 .-
~ 11lustrate the medium and fast styles, respeotives -
1y, of a secund brief text. Both texts are takan .
~ from the THAI READER, The first is the fourth pava- -
graph of (Tostreimlny, pp, 1052187, but the date -
~ 1s expanded to chow both B.E, and A.D, The second
text is (18410, pp. 45-46,
The style of lettering in precise handwriting
most oclosely resembles printing, The other two
‘styles have characteristios associated with hande
writing only, A few examples selected to show some
of the peculiarities are given below,

te

aq in 12U et »
dmtl Awdd hwih
L2

L 4

1] 1Y

I AR A
I fay Yao

N vharw .
ey .
' ﬂw | :..‘”‘ ‘ ’

as
as

g le e

as

ot A

. a8
R | as
f, ¥  as
4 a

E S FEEEEE

© The student who 18 interested in the problem will b
able to find other examples on his own initiative.

103
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nqunny whilaemnessedmndlngds
wind o (a.d. 0mao) n"'aosgum.fa ‘
peinesnvenninfinan  lesdringsee
‘ds.tnﬁuenmmomwne oYoL n"aaz‘mua'
‘ﬂ‘;,;v'"‘;_lﬂ{omm | muofaumfnmm*m wnﬂan
dnhs ua.r/m‘lnu ufumaa‘)ummsmnmuo
msmfﬂnmmﬂmqnmmmuﬁ mm{a ;.
i umdm mfm o{am’gs unsfi msm-f

foom ads qmn LAy Jnmu




- npmm nﬁuﬂuummmumﬁnmf
T bubi (. a’ u’a’o )‘ ' if’oguudm

P ,oonvmmmm“vm.m N cﬂno‘ﬁ'rfw\’”’ ‘””)“’”

- mm,.gmn»no oyrn ‘(ujmﬂonia nny. onu

ehumfmmnm Amu?nn n'uha unw?mv

- 6].,,; u!fuﬂoa%m hwmmuuo | m.mm%f’ﬂ

|ﬁoa%~ ummﬂwnu mmli’ Hp Ju .

mu? a‘:wj: B umn’ymm_jr ,n:,an i

.smm uny  thendl \ N

_ nf‘m"" nﬁm‘fn uaos mm ;e Ing n’" min n

| bn‘c (hlf m»‘«o) olfo’oe{umfm punnmmmf’

| ’ m‘*m.lm | m’u#mry nodeuammn,mnm rYo

| Loem d’ u‘wﬂonmnnn mm&’nmd"mnm
¢ anTnn muw He: I?wqu nfuvﬁu%hl w *
ma 1uife m:mtﬁnﬁfﬁoﬁudunwlﬁoau’u

mmﬁ umg,m hm? yhu_y" um/fywm'

e "8 ;_,q""d ‘ua ;fnmd

o o mm
CRIC



" oa
o ylh%ﬁdﬁﬁ’@fﬂbﬁﬂﬂ:uh#’ﬂq
M& shmm P LI shﬂ%#mu i
o Q%vcwdwua%~ omsm&’n‘u% uﬂ’n UL 23
n jmu{o »ﬂwhanum o iﬁfu‘sﬂlmm 1P ;"1;]
“'},f.,'l#ot-'ldu .‘ rn%mwhwmm:vhrﬁaéi‘mrd

mvﬁmdamu vmﬂn 3’:’ YW ov«o-ﬁwm L

shcumfomuhswqys'mmm:Pqudﬂmoq“nw

"f 6! ne neL: uulnfa ne ﬁyfm ?u A3 Yt d’eq suen m

5'{ buvrﬂﬂuuﬂt’mw&msPuﬂvsnsﬁthvl‘!“'J°

:.nowﬁum.J ' Jlﬂvﬂusf&unﬂnuizﬂm -

FENEPNT YVPUrPE e IMINYT QN“‘!év\"vﬁud:uM :

. ""vm JJ:NQM ‘\ﬂ.bo.'ﬂﬁ Wi ﬁ'WOO ',ngu.“

el
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SAMPLES OF THAI PRINTINO

Samplee oi‘ a variety or Thai printing atyles 1n T
_ _an assortment of sizes are given on pages 110-118,
~ Those on pages 110-112 are used in newspaper head-
: ggvlinos. and thoss on pages 111-112 are also often .
7 used for. titles o; artioles and for paragraph head~ Ted
. ings. Page 113 contains samples of dateo ih an ase
L 7",09rtmont of typo styles and ains. Pages’ 114o11!$;
~ show a few samples of att.ention- getting atylee of
;.,type which are uaed a8 heading for epeoiai columns
f;kteatm artioles, atorioa, advertisemnts. ebo.
' THese. eamplos of 'I'hai px‘inting can. be made use,
: ;ofby the student ina mmbor of m\yh In the oarly
. stages of his study of the Thai vmiting ayatom. t.he'
. student can use pages: 110-112 asan exeroise in the
yidentiﬁoation of conaomnt aymbola. Al but. the
" rarest ¢onsonants are illustrated on these threé
__pages. When using this material for. identification
'purpoaea, the atudent ahould merﬁy 1dent1ry ‘the
‘{'»consnnante, ~eaniug then -by: ndmo; é.sa /oas ycaan/ ’
/dao ddg/, eto, Later on hg can use the' sag‘p‘page;
 as a serien of exoroisos in’ the identificati -
. yowel symbols, tone marks, and typographical sign
Aft.er he has learned the Thai nuserals on page!
© 83-84, the student can use page 113 as a nutera
]Sidentification exercise. Then since the same ‘page
- contains examples of dates in both full and abbrevis
 ated form, the same page can be used as an exerocise
- in reading dates after the seotion on dates (pagos o
| 99-100) has been studied,
. Wnen the student has riniehed working through
"< all the rules of the Thai writing system, he can
"uae the various pages of printing samples as a




f 1sor1oa of roading oxoroiaoa. Most of thé worda can 5
T ve found: by J—ookins ‘them vp in the 'rHAI V?OAauumr.
wom no\-. to be found thoro aro liatéd' low, .

ot f,‘g-:.fff:_; ,_..fss/nnaakhod. %as/ e tuture: (phes 111)
'v;.ftduﬁﬁﬁu  /wiadnaan/ Vietnamo Vietnamese (111) - ‘;~”V
; 71uuuuauaun ,/noomecnlccn/ No Mnn's Land (Eng.)(111f ¥;j
5 N  /nta/ Hua (pmper mmo) (111) i
©wum/khdobkhun/ to thank ..j thanke (212)

- iy shhdrdd, sa-/ federated state ";7;;
i - 4oforrin§ to 4ho nited Statoag iliro g

WM /nag dtan/ in the way (side) of (112)
: h?m . /thoorisen/ 'n;orison(propev nﬂm)(nz)
u  nee/ ansle. point (114) o

o tn'mﬁ : /kawl!i/ xom (115)

The printing atyles 111uabrated on pp. 110.113f7[

e givon bolow., R

‘ Pago 114,
iy, o
la:—osh-ﬂm. L wou
e ozh iﬂml L Dyl
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